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With All-Ameri-
can" Alrborne Ii-
vision in Holland.
Paratroopers and
glidermen of the
2nd Airborne Di-
vision battle-
seasoned veterans
of Sidly, Italy and
MNormandy — dropped out of the peacelul Sun-
day afternoon skies over Holland September 17
to liberate the key Nijmegen sector and pave the
way lor the sweep of powerful British units
porthward from Belgium through Holland to the
threshold of Germany itself.

The landings — intricately co-ordinated with
those of other American, British and Polish units |
~ were a part ol the greatest airborne operation |
In history, and were on an incomparably larger |
scale than any other all-daylight alrborne inva-
slon ever attempted,

Wave upon wave of 82nd Division sky troops
from, English girfizlds passed aver the North Sea |
and the flooded lowland$™ [ western Holland and
dropped on the Nijmegen sector.

Brigadier General James M. Gavin, commander
of the 82nd, was the first to Jump in his serial,

The 82nd troops quickly swept aside German
ground opposition, had accomplished a substan-
tial portion of thelr mission and entered the oul-
skirts of Nijmegen by dusk,

Landing of the airborne troops was the signal
for the uprising of Dutch partisan forces—Includ-
ing an organised underground army 400 strong.
The partisans were credited by General Gavin
with giving ,extremely valuable” assistance to the
Allies, They played a wvital role In preventing the
Germans from blowing the Nijmegen bridges and
gave the Allies much valuable information

The paratroopers fought for nearly 48 hours
without contact with ground forces against hasdly -
commiltted German troops who put up a stiff fight
as the campalgn progressed. The Americans linked
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with leading elements of the
advancing British Second Army

on D Plus Two troops of
Additonal glider landings In A - 3

force were made on D Plug | *MErICan

Six, when the 325th Glider [n- gsion and

by bad weather, landed with
re-enforcing troops, anti-tank
guns, Jeeps, medical and other
supplies.

Supplies for the airbormne
troops were dropped by para-
chute, and flown Iln by trans-
ports and bombers until con-
tact was made with British
farces,

Despite growing enemy ag-

its kind

thanks to the

gressiveness after the initial | whose assistance in this
landings, the division accom- _
plished its mission completely campaign has been im-
With : orting British armor,

ith supporting Bri armor measurable.

the divizion zeized and held the
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bridges over the Waal River
(a continuation of the Rhine)
in Nijmegen, thus holding open
a communications cerridor to
the north and enabling British units to relieve belea-
quered British airboroe troops who dropped in the
Arnhem area,

The division took strategic commanding ground
south of Nijmegen and played an important part in
the final freeing of the clty after Herce Hghting in
the river area. The division took the Grave bridge
over the Maas River and two bridges over the
Maas-\Waal Canal south and southwest of Nijmegen
and freed several villages.

Elements of the division penetrated into and held
a portion of Germany northwest of Wyler.

Despite several severe German counter-attacks on
narrow [ronts, the division never relinguished any
ground which it covered In force. It inflicted
severe casualties on the INazis and took many

| (2889 as of 5 October) prisoners.

Division A;iillery makes history in Holland on D-Day

The 82d A/B "All-American™ Division Ar-
tillery made airboroe history on September 17-18§,
when the gunners dropped by parachute and
landed by glider pear Nijmegen, Holland, an D
end D plus 1-Day, successfully getting 41 of
their 48 howiltzers into actlon, Leading the way,
the 376th Parachute F.A. Battalion dropped

owltzers 20 the dsdiVid the . parachute  infantry,
hayving lts Hrst plece assembled and ready to fire
in twenty minutes after the green light. Eight
howltzers were in position and firlng four hours
alter the drop, the other four having been lost
during the flight or damaged in the drop. The
battallon supported the attack on Groesbeek on
D-Day, and covered the glider landing Helds on
D plus one, one battery being moved by hand
1000 yards and another over two miles to accom-
Sl_f:h thelr misslons. Elements of the Division

illery Headgquarters, the 319th Glider F, A.
Battalion, the 320th Glider F.A. Battalion, and
the 456th Parachute F.A. Battalion, under the
direction of Colonel Francls A. March, Division
Artillery Commander, also came in by parachute
and glider on D-Day, the remalander Linding by
glder on D plus 1. By the afternoon of D plus
cne, the forty-one howitzers had been recovered
and were In position supporting the infantry. It
was several days before loads, landed In German
territary and plnned down by hestile fire, could
_Hght their way to our lioes, but fight they did,
to joln thelr batterles and assist In umplig
thousands of high explosive shells Lack at the
surprised Germans. \

With the division entirely surrounded by Ge:-
man troops, the 376th Farachute Battallon set up
@ perimeter front of 360 degrees, which was
strengthened on D plus 1 by the arrival of the

position, as the infantry moved to capture bridges,
towns. and controlling helghts, continuous artillery
support was provided for every misston. \With
little or no sleep during the first 72 hours of
parachute coatainers. and gliders, only to Hre it
as fast as possible as the Germans attacked our
front. Due to their tireless efforts and alertness
several counter attacks were stopped before they
reached the outpast lines. The veterans of Sicily,
Malori. Velturno, Anzio, and Normandy, accust-
ommed to arriving in battle with only the clothing
on their back, and the necessity of hauling howit-
gers and ammunitton into position by hand, only

deslre to see their shells leave for Germany. It
was only with the arrival of the British armor and
artillery from the South that they permitted them-
selves to rest.

~ As is usual with artillery, ohservation and
communlcations were a problem. However, heraie
action by florward observers, radio operarors

Dutch Patriots
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American’’ Liberators. This
paper is made available to

the 82nd All
Airborne Divi-
their
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the citizens in Nijmegen,
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319th, 320th and 456th. Moving from position to |

action, the gunners brought in ammunidon fom wital role o seiziog
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Dutch people

__The famous H?Irr_laf 4@ Bridge, ane of the main objectives of the Duigh I~y
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82" CAPTURES VITAL NIJMEGEN BRID

HISTORIC 3 DAY BAITLE

504 MAKES HISTORIC RIVER|505 CRACKS THROUGH NUUMEGEN
CROSSING TO REACH NEAR SIDE

By David H. Whittier. By Robert M. Piper.

The 50Mth Parachute Infantry dropped near i September 1944, the 505¢h Parachute In-
' Grave early on the afternoon of September 17 after ' lantry jumped in the initial attacking force inin
encountering only lght flak during its iHght t:-u'ﬂjCE-:rmn u-u::lfap{_i;ﬂ Hm’[’he unit thea stormed
enemy-occupied territory. the town © roesh aided in '

ThI* parairm;-rrs. battle-wise from an airbome !me@mnr crossings of the Maas-Waa! Canal Upon
invasion of Siclly and bard ground Hghting pear | completion of their ininal missions two battabions of
Anzio o Italy. organized speedily, and had accom- | the Regiment organized the south-sastern defense of
plished almost their entire mission before dusk Ef:tb-:leﬂtrt;wm Sector, which was some 11,000 yards
the first day. lin lengt

Principal objective of the uait was the Grave! The reserve battalion of this Regimeot mowed
road l"-ﬂgge m'a_j*r the Maas River, which was tken | North with British ﬁ.tm:l forces toward the
after a sharp fire Hght lasting several hours. i'l}‘ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂl Nijmegen Bridge, focal point

The parachute reglment also captured a stategic- | leading north i.'.'}hl::r' Germany. . This ba
ally-important bridge over the Maas-Waal C'..w..11|mﬂ‘!-‘ lﬂf?nﬂ"]l' unit with ‘ﬂm armored
and scized commanding ground overlooking ancther | Smashed its way fnto the dty of Nimegen
Maas-Waal bridge which the Germans had des- house WT:’T ﬂd;-:ﬂhﬂnd ko hand mb:m

a numerically saperice Gorman loece

Like other alrbome elements, the S04th was re- boxes, lox-boles and - treoches.
moved

: - sought out snipers in bousss
supplied by alr during the carly phases of the | ¥ _
E’Edglﬂ.ﬂgﬁ. The unit made contact with the advance cellers, clearing the ml Hﬁmlll i
fire. This fauce seized and B o the south

Felements of :mofh&tﬁah forces on September 19 the fact they wens :
307 the railroad bridge and the o J-important |
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With the 307th Engloeers, the 504th played a
and holdi the railway uand mw

highway bridges over the Waal r in Nijmegen.

nder the supporting muszles of British tanks German armor y orces o
ﬂ"’l 50421;, : | thl.‘hﬂ\"ﬂ ﬁi ldk o ,_h: irﬂk&n:::@ﬂnmnlhm N
rallroad bridge voder heavy hre apd knocked ou acks bodh  Reithorst H‘I

Iz bitter hand-to-hand

stubborn German delfenses on the porth and eokl At 4

telephone operators and linemen kept our commu-
nications ' In almost continual operation. In many
cases, forward observers with their parties were |
actually surrounded in their positions, but continued
to adjust the artillery fire on the Germans, Wires

' II.!.-

oa the bri The engineers, carrving on herolc-

ally in the face of withering fire, moved wave after g: encmy force m capruriog

wave of paratroopers across the pver in canvas Ge town ;ﬂ;m with buroed

assault boats, mm‘ Toat s lﬁﬂmm L

Onee across the river, the troopers flanked e | other narts of this Brosd

Nijmegen bridges and assaulted and took medieval |, out froar Hnes in search of

_Fﬂ('l Ll'ﬂf- Three hours later, mdtht SﬂH[h w m hm

dreds of prisocers bad been taken and hundreds | 3nd -
[sixty-seven German dead were counted on the et i Pl e
mitted Bri units o pass oorthward to relleve 2 ‘E* reamcasibili
harkpresd Bieltish airborme Barcea newe Arplhon. ) beidges over the Waal nver and

Since theso m the 504th has held a wide h buak bridgehesd  Although

g b vigorous Gesman ' repeated cpewy aie
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