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the spring of 194l as the time to produce the all-out effort. (2)
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OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY i
REGIMENT (82D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE INVASION OF NORMAWDY

~ JUNE 5 - 13 1944

! - (NORMANDY CAMPAION) ok
(Personal Experience and Observation of & Rifle Platoon Lﬁader) : i

G SRR

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion, 506th §
Parachute Infantry, 82d Airborne Division in the invasion of NORMANDY,
FRANCE 5 - 13 June 19Lk.

In order to orient the reader it will be necessary to diséuss brief-
1y the major events which lead up to this operatien.

The broad strategy behind the Allies main effort against the German
war machine included as a highly desirable preliminary the successful.
conclusion of operations in NORTH AFRICA and their extension across
SICILY. to the ITALIAN mainland., With the Mediterranean Wflank" freed
for Allied shipping, and with the necessary special equipment bui;t or
in sight the Allies were at last in a position to prepare for the final
cross - Channel assault which had been agreed upon since April 1942, (1)

Postponements of this invasion had commenced in 1942 when the Allies,

notably the Amerlcans ard Bribish, felt that an sdeguate foree was not

available, in addltion to an inability to properly mount the force for f

2 S

With the recent successes in the Mediterranean and with the success-~

ful build=-up of treoops and equipment the Joint Chiefs of Staff selected
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Selection of the target area‘pcssad many problems not the leaa%maf

logistical hurdles. Likewise a target date that would utilise the best

weather conditions available, at this season of the year for the

REER AN ST S TR IS

Channel crossing and still allow for proper preparation was required.

The decision finally agreed upon made the COTENTINE PENINSULA, FRANCE,

the target area for Operation Over-Logrd with Y-Day selected as 1 June

194L (all planning completed and troops held in readiness) and D=Day

e e N A

to be shortly thereafter. (3)

GENERAL SITUATION

All units to participate in the NCRMANDY assault were based in

‘i “N LAND, wherc for many months, trainlpg programs parallelling assaultw._*ﬂw‘“

requirement were introduced. Tremendous quantlties of equipment and

0D e
B

supplies’ stcck piled, marshalling areas prepy "ete,
The 21lst Army Group, under command of General Sir Bernard L. Mont-

gomery would assault the NORMANDY CQA 3T in three main areas, w1th initlal

e e RPN R 8

strength of five reinforced 1nfantry d1v1sions 1and1ng from the sea and
of three airborne divisions, (L)
The objective of the British 2d Army after securing initial landings

was to drive east and north along the coast to seize channel ports as

A S R NG M A AR AN bR ) i P 1 ShAbh

far north 28 AhT% (5) 5
: The first US Army, commanded by Lieutenant General Omar N, Bradley,
“.““mmmw;;“‘“ﬂnmllﬁwlandauna;ﬂjyiSioﬁ.mﬁ!ﬂﬁl;ﬁdnpajafﬁﬁaath:hﬁmaﬁﬁﬁf;Ihmth@wﬁﬁily.houfé
of uhe muxnxnv of D-Davy four to five hours before the assault Trom the
sea, the 82d and 101lst Airborne Divisions attached to VII Corps upon

landing were scheduled to be dropped in the area southeast and west of

(3) ‘“l, PO L, E; ’

I 5

(k)  A=2, Do 3 2

(5) A 2’ r0 3, A"‘l’ po 2 !-é
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vwlfsra MERE xsmasn, where their mission was to capture the °r°°’1“g” i

Lty

 MEHDERET RIVER, secure the line of the DOﬂVE RIVER as a barrier to
the south, and assist the landings at UTAH BEACH by praventing encmw
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reserves from reinforcing their coastal defense. V Corps planned its

A3

attack on a 7,000 yard stretch of beach to be known as "OMAHA." (See

¥ap A) The mission of the First US Army securing initial beachheads

was to capture CHERBOURG and the BRITTANY ports as supply bases.
' Capture of these supply ports belng essential since it was ultimately : :
,¢ntended to supply all UN TED STATES forces engaged in EUROPE directly

- from ports in the UNITED STATES., (6)

THE ENEMY SITUATION, TERRAIN AND WEATHER

In thé»geger;ihcﬁéféti@nal aféc;biﬁteiligence:éocrccs‘blccéd £ﬁ;
total number of enemy troops in excess of 75,000, (See Map A) (7)

This force was ﬁade up of Marine, Naval, Coast Artillery, and assort-
ed Cofps and ground force troops. In addition to these there'wcre
approximately ;0,000 organization TODT workers. (8) The general

‘quality of the enemy was mixed as to age, morale, physical condition,
nationality and battle experience, but these forces were expected to
fight well, at least as long as they were mamning guns and positions, o g

The German plan of defense called for the coastal ‘line to be

A 18 508 SRV s NI S0 R

heaviIJ fortified with concrete emplacements, atrbng po;nts, under-
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The most effective and exten51ve antialrborne measures constructed

e R

'Mwby'the Germans conglctec of the erectlon of ROMMEISPARGEL or asparagus
(stakes) on likely drop or landing gones in a density of approximately
A-=2y pe b

(6)
(7) A=10, Intelligence Annex
(8) A~10, Intelligence Annex
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: 1,000 per square kilometers.

and booby trapped with minea and ahalls.
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One uorps alone arected over

(9) Behind this line, fifty to two. hundred mﬁles from the

coast, were the mobile reserves, Key to the German scheme of defense e
(10)

It was accepted that every unit would have a definite antiairborne

was dependent upon the rapid counterattack commitment of reserves.

plan, with personnel-desigrated and epprepriate trangporbation, aims
and equipment, allotted and held in readiness.

NORMANDY is known as a hedgerow country and consists of countless

small fields averaging in size 250 X 500 wards. In most cases thess
fields are c0mplctely surrounded by hedverows¢_ Hedgerows are moundé v:\;
”of earth about 3 to 5 feet in height and at the top approximately 3 %
feet thick upon which heavy vegetation and small trees grow. As & result
of this, in many cases 1t is lmpossible to see from one field to anothers
“The-pentnsula of NORMANDY is ¢omparatively level the highest elevation &wa§
spproxinately two hundred neters. el |
The weather at this season of the year proqgh long hours of daylight. 5
The night being only about S% hours in length (from 2300 hours to 0430
hours). There are no seasonal rains; the months of June and September
gene?@lly hgve~lass’rai. than at any other time of the year, Sea: Cog .L;;;L““i
may occur at any hour any season. River valleys and coastai“areas are e |
o e AREAOW L LI aubdash  ba dadfedac. dapd misb, Avewase temperaturs. fu r';‘;,‘,;:,;,",,;;‘,;,;t“,.J;;;;;;;;;;;:::,;?;:

o
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the.month of June is 60 degrees. (11)

THE REGIMENTAL MISSION AND PLAN

With a sufficient background knowledge of First Army plnns‘and desires,

the 82d Airborne Division outlined its mission as follows: %

i

(9)  A=h, pe 50 §

(10) Personal knowledge [

(11) A-1, pe 5 | S DL s |
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secure the general area NEUVILLE AU PLAIN STE. MﬁRE EGLISE - b
CHEFT DU PONT ETIENVILLE = AMFREVILLE. In cidition, it was to
deetrox the' crosslnga over the DOUVE RIVER and be prepared to

3 SR
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advance to the west on VII Corps Order. (See Map B)

Ae.-ong of thé assault regiments of the 82d.vDivisiQn, the 508th

e

Parachute Infantry Regimental Combat Team, was ordered on D minns

i
s
3
§
w55

wwcirih DR8I %0+ Land Dy pETEEILE (o (1) Seize and destroy tha
N\

crossings of the DOUVE RIVER at BEUZEVILLE - LA BASTILIE and

2 e

ETIENVILLE. (2) Seize, organize and defend the general area
RENOUE - ETTENVILIE,. . (3)  Assemble one battalion without delay
in vxc1n1ty of GUETTEVILLE as Force A reserve, (Foree A soasisted
of all parachute elements of the 82d Airborne Division committed
before dawn of D-Day; Force B, glider elements committe@ before
and after dawn of D—Day and Force C to be comitted by sea to land
between D pius 2 and D plus 7). (L) Clear and secure the re-
gimental sector and maintain aggressive patféllinguto theﬂlimits v
of that sectors (5) Be prepared on Division Order, to advance
to the west of the line of the DOUVE RIVER. (12) (See Map B)
The 508th Parachute Regiment Combat Team consisted of: 508th

Parachute Infantry (1ess geaborne detachments), Company B, 307th Aipe oo

“borne Englneer Battalion less one platoon, attached upon landing to Force

9 R
- A -
21 B3 A i S AR 9 A 10 3 T P S RS W S

e R ERAR “Biattery BL,,@,Qt,h.amauwasmmmW&aH"a upon landing

R

to Force Bs  NOTE: An Airborne Infontry Battalion consisted of a
Headquarters Company and three Rifle Companies. A Rifle Company (=) V
seaborne personnel had a strength of approximately 125, (13)

(12) A-11, p. 1; Personal knowledge.
(13) Personal knowledge

R e T

e

#ww e (

7 P I Rt AR LA LA

&
§
s

|

PSS P

>
z
i
1
3

R A Vo
Srmgsi e i e S e s 8
L e e A N i Al N #a rbela

. S8 SRR 0 A 6

Ed

QO N e N

s oo 708 e o A AL AP L8 pin 142 A

AR A AP AN o Bl gl o

1

ki bl et PR I RSSO AR E

i
.
L3 -
e
R S TS et gamms
3 -

3

v Ay Y R s T R )
x * Rt b Jor R S S NP g
SRRy SRR

U e e
s g o G U oY Sk T - e ALAM



G et ¥ - AT “"n"'.&'»? T e A

'm»am.w .muml p--umwmlo»-m y iﬁém{‘."’,‘»n’i-;’,’!m
binly P AL

R SR SR U IO SPLAEN, SO IR G BT QR WA T RK . AURS S ‘#".m:.?vf.\._

Yath v Swk
HASEY J iy s RS
TSRS S

”wForqe¢A waa diracted ﬁo arnroaqb ths GKERBOJBGQ Paninaula from the .
west, making a landfall in. t.he vicinity of SURTAINVILLE, . mm Soliet s o
was to drop between 0100 and 0315 houra on the morning of D—Day.

(gee Map Oy
Te accomplish the prescribed task, the Regiment assigned missions

as follows:

(1) 1st Battalion with demolition section attached, will

constitute Force 4 reserve and Will move €0 Hred gemerdily sowth
of GUETTEVILLE,

(2) 3d Battalion with demolition section attached will seize,

clear, organize and defend the area generally east and south of = . ... .
RENOUE. - One cnmpany. widl be designated as-Rogimental reserve ]
and will not be coﬁmitted without aunthority of Regimental Com-

manding Officer, Upon arrival of 2d Battalion in Regimental

reserve area this company will be reieased to Battalion Command-

ing Officer.

(3) 2d Battalion reinforced with demolition section and Company

B, 307th Airborne Engineers less one platoon will destroy the

bridges across the DOUVE RIVER at ETIENVILIE and BEUZENVILIE -

LA BASTILIE. Upon completion of demolitions, the Battalion, :
less attachments yr *;”MM&,“"RQMQEL tn.Reginenbal osssras clear. i

the Regimental area, less the 3d Battalion sector, of g;T,gnamxuﬁ.wmmy»»m"w

o PRI P LA, S SENA N Y MRy G DAl B AN T 495 3 AR b T BB OB N
e L D A -

resistunce and ocoupy aid PPépare 1or délende; b. Designaﬁé

P TR o S
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one company under battalion control, to protect the southern
flank of the Regiment by seizing and defending PICAUVILLE and
preventing reconstruction of bridges blown at ETIEN JVILIB and

dLAJZENVluLL LA BASTILIE. (See Map B)
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(h) Battery'B, BOth Airborna &ntisircraft Babtalion will place ;NW_M_WM M%

v

guns at pre~determined positions, (15)

S ea

' defenses and phase two, mopping~up the reglmental area and reverting

s by hr.e. frum Vhi.clﬂ.l.ty Uf tne“. f“Up £°n.é.. S oty LORITIED ) St L R AR

“THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK ~(See Map B) (16) !

~ The Battalion Commander realizing‘thatbhis mission was complex §
divided it into two phases, ?hase one, destruction cf the two bridges . é
over the DOUVE RIVER to prevent the enemy from rexnforcing his eoaatal §

to regimental reserve. To accomplish phase one the plan of attack was
%s follows:
--Gompany-E--reinforced with a plateoorn of enginecers, s machine gun-
"]ééé{{dﬁj‘gﬁa”5Mdéﬁaiit15ﬁ“édﬁé&”ﬁbﬁi&”ﬂb@é*ﬁﬁ%ﬁg;ﬁafgﬁ%&ék"W“"”"””W
ETIENVILLE and destroy the bridge over the DOUVE RIVER.
Reinforced with a platoon of engineers, a machine gun section
énd a demolition squad Company F would move south and destroy
~.the bridge over the DOUVE RIVER at BEUZEVILLE IA BASTILLE: The
third company of the battalion, Company D, would be in support,
to reinforce the attack of either E or F Companies with priority
to Company E.

Headquarters COmpany mortars would support the attack companies

S SRR AR RS T B SRR

)

Upon completion of phase 1, the ung;neer Company (=~ ) and the
':Demollciun Section WOuLd revert to regimental CUntrol. To :
accomplish phase II the 2d Battalion would dispose its forces

as follows:
Company F would pull back and seize PICAUVILLE which had

been by-passed and would esgtablish a road block south
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(J-S) A"’ll, p. l
(16) Personal knowledge
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The Batta.lion (=) as regimental reaerve s would ocoupy

and defaﬂd HILL 30 and conduct mopping—up operations

in the regimental areca,

D~DAY MINUS

On 1 June, the 500th Parachute Infantry Regiment, less base and

seaborne echelons moved from its base camp location at WALLATOW PARK,

B, w4 bl e Vv bt rehanin

NOTTINGHAK, ENGLAND, to @irehelling areus sstuvlished at air-fields v e

from which the regiment would emplane,

The 1lst and 3d Battalions, .

508th Parachute Infantry were situated at FAIKINGHAM and the 2d Batta-

lion and Regimental Headquarters at SALTBY._

“were Force A, Headquarvers atd-Compary By 207th Airborne Engingers,

Also at the latter field

LY O

These fields were located in the midlands of ENGIAND in the vicinity of

NOTTINGHANM ~

LEICESTOR Sector. (17)

The entire combat echelon was sealed at the air fields behind barbed

wirc whmch also 1nclosed mess artaa, athletic fields, and Headquarter's

(L3 g b sy ot s 00

tents. TFor llVlnb quarters hangers were cleared out and filled with

cots. Debails were held to & mind

handle the messes.

than preparing for the jump.

~montad—Bend-played.

night. Yorale was

.Hbglmbnuo (lu)

Here at the air field Company grade officers and all enlisted per=

at the hlghest pitch since the activation of the ,

Fra v,

! by using base section troops to

Interior guard was the only regular obligatiem other

WAAFIA AN | e bl e

sonnel received their briefings on the various missions,

maps, aerial photographd, sand tables, etc., personnel were briofed and

b
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(MR Arspmioram (K\srha ) il

Personal knowledge
Personal knowledge
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PX rations were issued often, the Regi-

By means of

omm i R1IECKEA DO only on their own particular miSSLOHB, but were acquainted
T .

froguently and movies were. shown in. the hanger every
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- With -the. mamm 9£ @hkmr* und: b&. !:1‘?}”-,,.
English pounds were exuhanged *or Frennh francs, eacape kits dis~

tributed, maps issued and details memorized. Wbapons lnspected and -
v oiled and bundreds of other details necessany to the success of the

mission gone over again and again, (20) e i ,
‘ Initially the parachntist is supplied almost entirely by what hé v

carries on his person and what can be safely dropped from an airplanes

2 e AL At S - 1 A4 AR

On imost "of the dndividuais-were carried oo “complete K ration consiatn

ing of three meals, several D ration, chocolate bars, two Fragmentation
grevades, one jhite Phosphorus grenade, one Antitank Gemmon grenade,

and an Antitank (10bb) mine, various items of individual cleﬁhiﬁg,fé R i

IR E minimumuoiwtwnmbandol@ersw-i“anmmnitivn;“gaS“maﬁk;“étél”"FOf”iﬁéﬂﬁffbwﬂmm-mmmwmmwmw
acress the chamel each man was required to wear under the parachute a

: Mae West life preserver, Including the above and plus the weight of 7

the individual weapon and parachutes, most men weighed between 300 and e

350 pounds., (21)‘ | _

hach a:rcraft was provided with six electrically operatad peek. oL 8
racku located under the fuselage from which containers housing auto-
matic weapons, ammunition, antitanik mines, rations and other supplies

could be dispatched. Containers provided with additional equipment were g

pPlaced. An the exit door uf bhe airerart bsujazwilsyabahed T T e

12 Lo it ik
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the first few men to leave the aircraft. No shortages existed In tha 1
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The D1v1sion plan called for one automatic (to be delivered without
request) parachute supply mission, with additional parachute supply

misgions available on an "on call bases." (22)
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{19) Iersonal knowledge
(20)  Personal knowledge
(1) A=~6, p. 17; Personal knowledge
(22)  Personal knowledge

AR RRE! ] R Gl

ko " g
AL i LEL TS Bders b ACBRBKISY TR N Y 1275 ] by o b sl s e TR B 51 M B ARAYA s v brd s M AL 4 od L MR AV | AN o
esanmn
i i 2072 LR S s e TR RO AP T
LEaw, 7
~mmuh!\»&*ﬂnhwwuﬁmo~~mm‘~ - e .*m»m
it P AR RN B ke b

AT RN T AT, B A A S, 0 00 S 9V b b e A

it B iy o N U | A
A AN AN L I TR K T AT M R s A A TRIS? &



‘ ; ; : ‘a iy W T & ::‘
i, MR AN Bl SRt e u.“-*!“' mwmmmm m‘&&.how"‘ﬂ‘mw»%bﬁhm-ﬂ.
i, v S .'mwwtnv ra_..w.m mmwnx e RS ‘Tnt‘m s ! 1A o VW e ARSI A N7 € e X 8

FHI L e

NS
i
W

e L BN A A

s M 5
A
o Ry ol & )
i R e ‘lbSgss ‘g,w#' ST .nf- £ e A A TN |
-t RECEHASIOM 1 o
Sl y N : o o APy o sy S ; nwn \ w( -
AT 20 104 e » - MEATDS | ) Mt . ff‘*“‘h,‘.ﬂ{'",‘ﬂ" B I PN L T o I e Pove '-Lﬁ".mh. s i, mwm s v )« ;-lr» -o vw u

e R 7 AT A ket AT S AN ey L A0
VoM AU e s b 3L

ben s ratibs s el N e e S e A}

BT WO N b e

By L June 19hh, all“last minnta pr&parations Sorithe Anvesdon 1 T
had been campleted bﬁt the Allied DnDay was poetponed for 2h hours

due to weather conditionss

D MINUS 1, D=DAY 5.=.6 JUNE 19LL (INITIAL LANDINGS

Jﬂt éjlé‘hbﬁgéwéwlune tﬂé‘firstlaifbréfinof"fﬁé Regiment wepe "¢l

winging their way to FRANCE. One-half hour prior to take off of the
main body, the Regimental Pathfinder Teams had departed to precede
the Regiment and mark the Drop Zones, to assist troop ecarrier in making
an accurate delivery. (23)
o i ‘.tmhawaircraf of tho ”ruop Sarri cr‘Fleet effected the rendezvous

with their air cover near the southern tip of ENGLAND and as the planes

were to pass over the seaborne invasion fleet the cabin and wing lights

were left on for identification purposes during this period in order to

avoid the mlbtake committed in a previons. airborne assault when American

i ygiig L

“parachutists weré 8hot down by friendly naval and ground forcgg.'_ﬁ?k)
The flight across the channel was at low level to aveid alerting
enemy Radar. In this connection, there were also diversionary flights
and dunmy drops to further attempt coniusion. The weather was extremely
clear and v151bility was excellent. A wide swing wasvﬁé&éw;;sﬁgangg;;EQMMM*Mw“”WWW
B e SO e iy - MP{FRBQUBA,RQMMA&N&&?%,& lseadieboas o Do Cmet Loer THENY, ™ T T
Ialands,. LN
As landfall was crossed the aircraft dropped to an altitude of 700
feet and passed over the town of SURTAINVILLE. (See Map A)s Up to this

point visibility had been excellent and ihe formation of aireraft a tight

P N TN NG o AN S SR W B B o P L LU S A A RPN T TR S CRTTRR A PR AWK

and well controlled V of Vis, However between landfall and the drop zone

(23) Personal knowledge |
(24)
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a heawy cloud formation tended to separate the elements of the flight

FICIRE N PR ..u.;éA
“ZE

and this dispersion was furthnr aggravaﬁad‘by‘the evasiVa amtion,taken 8
i

e

by T deey &ircraxt “when peavy- anbiaircrest fire and shsmy night i A

fighter activity were encountered, This first taste of fire locked
like a Fourth of July celebraticn. By the time the area of the drop

zones was reached the aircralt were well scattered and were flying at

DR S R S

 excessive speeds and @ititades, higher-and lower ‘thin those sdear’ For~ %

jumpings  (25) o g
Despite the fact that the majority of aireraft did not see any

marked drop zones, when what was thought to be the drop zone was resched

the green light "go' signal was given and the Battalion levdeRiaa s L e

FRANCE between 0208 and 0220 hours 6 June 19hk. (26)
The 2d Battalion, S08th Paravhnte Infantry, reinfoféed;“noﬁ facad

the most difficult accomplishment a parachute unit encounters - a

night assembly. Fairly heavy small arms fire on the ground, the digw

persion of personnel resultlng from the aircraft breaking formation

O RRIL N WL gy

- o

prlor to reachlng the drop zone plus the inability to see bedaiigd of e
the hedéerows made a proper reorganigation impossible,

Many men upon landing found that because of the tremendous quaﬁtity
of equipment carried in the pockets of the jump suit and on the person,

that it required as much as 10 to 15 minubes to remove the parachute

harness (the parachute harness at this time was not provided with a_gniék

WA TOTE B ),

“relqaae"devige). This proved fatal to many Jumpers who landed in the =
inundated waters bordering the drop zone and those who landed too near
German positions. Little or no equipment was recovered from the c&ntain-

« axa-holding.the.. Lxgnp,qxgn*gggved weapons, amunition, etc., due to enamy

AL B OLALL I VUM (KA L

resistance on the drop zone and because much uf the egwipment had landed

in the MURDERET and DOUVE RIVERS. (See liap B) The Battalion was divided

(25) A=b, ps 17, 183 Personal knowledge
(26) Personal knowledge
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into meny smsll groups; each of which begau to-Fight lts-way independ- ja

I ‘ - 1

ently to its objective, leaving dead Germans, wrecked German vehicles :

e .‘.‘.M“..%MMMQWWQWMW&M i s

" Because of the many small groups ‘that the 2d Battalion., 508th

Parachute Infantry was divided into, it is impossible in the space pro=-

v;ded o cover ‘the actions of each group. Ip'\:iflll_ be Hm_l_gmgbjt_}gjg}ymew i

to take the largest element comprising the majority of 2d Battalion
personnel and follow its action for the first five days.
ILieutenant Colonel Thomas Be Shanley, Battalion Commander, landed

on the Regimental Drop Zone at appro:;lmatgly 0210 rhours en D-Day and

with a small group of men (15 - 20) moved to a position north of

 PICAUVILIE and establighed the battalion assembly area. (See Nap C)
This was accomplished by tying a signal light in the tOp of a convenient
tree. (Note because of the hedgerows surroundlng the small i‘ields in |
this section it was impossible to see the light when more than a short
staxnce from it.) By morning approximately fifty men representing
several. organizatimme hodfiddorsd inteo thie-ezzorbly erea. By-4hido-tine
the area was under attack by what was estimated to be a German Battalion
reinforced with tanks and artillery. Lieutenant Colonel Shanley was

not sure of his exact position on the ground and was also concerned

~about the bridge crogsing the DOUVE RIVER at BTIENVILIE the primery

battal:.on objectlve. He Lherefore dispatched a thma-man patrol to re=-
A o g

connoiter to the mepth 0 secure this int ormation. Th:{s patrol returned

in about an hour repor‘oing the exact location of PECAINILLE and that it

had observed the air force with five P-5ls dive bombing and destroying

the bridgesat ETIENVILLE and at BEUZEVILLE LA BA_STILI.E. Also ~ S ARG

o

i

:

o e 52

R

Ay Wi 48

PICAUVILLE and ETIENVILLE was strongly occupied by the enemy. (See Map C)

(28) Additional patrols were sent out in other directions in an attempt

(27) Personal knowledge
(28) Personal knowledge
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Yo 100&'68 personnel and equipment containers, During this time the .. »
assenbly area force was still engaging the enemy, having suffered ..ahmi;.j.;_m.
15 casualties among the 50-men present. By moon of D-Day radio contach . .
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was established with a group of personnel (approximately 150) 1ocatedﬂ

east of PICAUVILIE.

Lieutenant Colonel Shanley broke contact with the

enemy, because of necessity of leaving a nuuber of wounded men behind, ... .. ..

and'consalidated forces with the group east of PICAUVILLE, commanded by fa ¢

Sergeant Mclain.

Later that same evening at about 1900 hours Lieutenant

Colonel Shanley's force was joined by another group, (200 men and officers)

which brought the total force to approximately four hundred men.

Though

predominately 2d Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry, this group contain-

ed personnel from almost every major airborne unit partieipating in the

operation including the 505th, 507th, and 508th Infantry Parachute Regi—

ments plus personnel from the 101lst Airborne D*vzslon.

In additicn to

individual weapons there were only three IiGs, one BAR, and one &0-mm f

~-mortar tube and a minimuwm of «PEAGITEIGH 1R the entire group.

erew=—gerved weapons wers avall

i s GRS
A A

‘No other =

€297 ~Bevause of the isck of antitang ™ T

Bikegrar

and other heavy weapons and in an effort to accomplish at least part of

the battalion mission Lieutenant Colonel Shanley on the night of D-Day

moved his group to HILL 30, which overlooks the Causewsy on the MERDERET

.and DOUVE. RIVEES;
and immediately‘e§tablisheq a

DU PONT CAUSEWAY. (30)

D PLUS 1 TO D PLUS 3

Cand prepared.-this

‘road blogk on the west.

«pogition for all arcund delense,

(See Map C)

Throughout D plus 1 and 2 the position on HILL 30 was under almost

constant attack, not of a coordinated effort, but more piece-meal, as

if in an effort to feel out the pbsitién to determine its size and

strength.

Personal knowledge
Personal knowledge

(29)
(30)
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To prevent the enemy from realizing the accute shortage of
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‘ crew—aerved weapons and ammnition, the three mﬂa, BAR, and mar‘bar
tubes were pagsed around from sector to sector, firing a few rounds to
’Wﬁ'QT“?M"f@ﬂ@@hl&eﬁ*&jﬁaﬂwieeQ%&Sﬁ’ﬁh@ﬁ”ﬁﬁggﬂgwﬁﬁ“$ﬁwa”H@WMPQ&iﬁioﬁi;‘Réédnnai;w.V'J’
ssance patrols were dispatched throughout the day in an effort to iocgte
additional personnel and ammunltion,‘weapoﬂBrations, medical aupplies,
e night of D plus 2 the road block on the CHEF U PONT
"CAUSENAY was overrun by the enemy and our personnel forced to withdraw.
It was reported that the enemy had tsken over the road block and with
considerable force was occupying the unnamed town at the west end of

the Causeway. (See Map C)

Lieutenant Polunel uhanlej, reallzing that control of the Causeway
would enable the enemy to move reinforcements east to the beach i;;dlngs
and would additionally delay a possible link~-up with fr:endly forces .
from the east ordered Lieutenants Millsaps and Pollette to organizé-anm
oombat patrol A1 aneffort o reduce this threat.

e o L s i i

Collect1ng twnnty-four men together and providing them each.with

ot 0 4 AR (8 W7 AL A o (79 A s AL L Rk PR (T O e

[ T S R

~FeGammoty gretsdes (4 concussion type “prensde containing 2% pounds of
C-2) two or three Fragmentation and White Phosphorus grenades, ﬁhia
group left HILL 30 in a column of twos at 0200 hours. As previously
planned they manuqurud around the town 80 as to arproach it through an
apple orchard from the southeast they managed to get withlﬂrﬁen to
v v el D T e SR TS 80 LOE A o2 PRETRE Lol 98208 3 TREE Tun BT iren. s g
working in three groups 8 = @.=~ 9=men each, the town.was systematicaldy ... . ... .
worked over, First a Gammon grenade or two would be thrown against the

side of a building, knocking a hole in the wall large enough for a man

to walk throughy this would immediately be followed by a Fragmentation ... .

or White Phosphorus grenade, then the men would enter the ﬁﬁii&iﬁg“éna“w |
with additional grenades, Tommy guns, or rifles, neutralize any activity ;

left, After about the third house had been worked over in this manner,
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 krauts still bare-footed began filtering out of the remaining buildings

into the open fields where they were either cut down or escaped. Abhut

1|
Parachute Infantry Regiment a badly needed period for reorganization, For é
vl it L '.“...W(_}ﬂj:_ ...M...u,.i;,gt@mm 4; y CaptainBiticeme, S }3&7* e el o € s ﬁ'&%ﬁagﬂ R teIRE :;:1:.:‘::;{::;:::::’:?:;?:
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e ey S b b0 Jab ey aftar.the z0ad Mook had been reestablished
_events proved fortyathree Germans nad been klllod and two captureds
o Of aur ‘men, one was kllled and eleven wounded. (30) (See Map C) -

On afternoon of D plus 2 the latoon Leader, Company E, 2d Batta-

30 found enemy infantry milling around a few hedgerows away, apparently
preparing for an impending attack. Upon reporting this information teo
_the Battalion Commander it was learned.that radio contact had been

: &3{ l‘eSudbllSded w1tn the 319th GlldGT FA Battalion, 82d Alrborne Division.
Securing the only bCR 300 on the hill this officer was able to direct
effective fire breaking up all semblance of organization among the enemy
in the area, Throughout the day as these small probing attacks developed,
the availability of artillery fire greatly off-set the acute shortage

i réa scnn o AW BV i ¢/, 3908Y (( ACHANALUNY. FADID 1) 15, VMMM AR S M) a0 AR Vo0 10

of crew-oerved ueapons.

o ¥ R i

In the 1 » part of tho aftsrazccn.reparts were received that... ... ..
enemy troops in considerable strength were in vicinity of road junctim
west of HILL 30. 1st Platoon Leader, Company %, again directed artillery
fir this, time knocking out a complete battery ol German 7§-mm howitzers

Al b et g

that werqA0V1ng into positlon to [ire on HILL 30. (31) (See Map C)

O T i ¢

e <y

SLOPULY ATTeY Uils aetiva Colunaitalauiy s Cuinantdirg: OSE L en e m « aom o
508th Parachiute Infantry Repgimetrt, witi spprosimately-two hundred men and

officers joined the position on HILL 30. (32)

D PLUS 4 TO D PLUS 5

~0n Brplus-l the 96th Infantry- Division-pushed west toward DPIENVILIO - ok

This secured the area around HILIL 30 and allowed the entire 508th

(31) Personal knowledge; A=8, pe 2L
(32) Personal “knowledge; A—o, Pe 25
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‘pﬁff %f . lion, 508th Infantry, arr1v1ng at one of his Obsorvation Posts on HILL s P B

LAY o G R AR

eE PR SN

LU, S




Gy A S S S S i W AR it bt A

Wm0 L0

oA SR SASHN TP RV e D iR

TV MM g e I Vi

17 RN ST S BV

B LI S PR

P g RS e Y

B S N e

.~ e next, forty-eight hours men were shnffled wmmyw-»-,»-‘m:tsewm‘
tactical integrity was finally regained, With the arrival of the
~ seaborne forcea, the much needed craw~served weapons, ammunition and
other equipment became available. In the process of reorganization it
became apparent time after time that men who had not, previouslyvcarried
(AN NOS of machine gunner, mortar-men, BAR-men, etc., had to move in and
fill these vacancies. (33) The effective personnel strength of the
- Battalion at this V¥ime was approximately 705 oo e SRR
The over-all situation on the peninsula at—-this—time was good. All
the beaches had heen taken and a sizeable beachhead had been formed,
Although the British on the left flenk were running into much armor, in.
. the American. sgector the Germens had been: incapable of launching a large
scale coordinated countcrattack. A brldgehead south of the DOUVE RIVER
was the next task uf the alrborné divisions, After the peninsula had
been cleared, the Americans would attempt a break-through to the South.

An -area had to be prepared from which this attack could be lguncbed‘ b
Fronep sty T B LU \3}4)

‘D PLUS 6 TO D PLUS 7.

At midnight on 12 June (D Plus 6) Lieutenant Goodale led F Company .
across the DOUVE RIVER at BEIZEVIILE - LA BA TILLE in agsanlt boats, and .. .
radioed the Regimental Commander for artillery. A 15 minute barrage
by the 3RSES Olader WE Battasivg réinforced, was Fiped uuwlng bR e
time men from the BQYLhMAipbornc.Engineer.Battalion~began to bridge a g&b
in the causeway leading across the river., When the artillery was lifted

F Company attacked the town neutralizing enemy resistance including the

destruction of two German tanks, The Reginment moved across the river

)  Personal knowledge

(33
(34)  Personal knowledge
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lst Battalion leading fonmd by 30 Battalion, aag:.mentalaaadquartnm

=58 N e

Golnyan'éfs 26 Patbalion (*}n it s gt S SERT R U

The 1lst Battalion was to move to a regimental reserve area near

COIGNY. The 2d Battalion ¥as o proceed southeast to BAUPTE, clear L

“"the town and contact elements of the IOlst Airborne Division to the

__southeast on a causeway which bridged a tributary of the DOUVE RIVER

e MY

and the 3d Battalion was to move <we séﬁth,.from MIZEVILIE IA BASTILLE
to the TAILLEFER Area on the Regimental right flanx. (35) (See MepD)
““The 2d Battalion objective BAUPTE, ia;o;.:ed to be be far the most
difficult of those assigned the Regiment. Moving across the DOUVE
RIVER at 0500 hours, the battalion was joined by the F Company force
 which had cleared BETZENVILIE L BASTILED. Prom this point Company 8
led the battalion toward BAUFTE. The formation wbilised placed 2d
FPlatoon of E Company in the fi;lds on the left of the road with lst
Platoon in the fields on the right. The remainder of E Company, D
Company, Battalion Headquarters and F Company following on the roade
“After moving south about a mile, two Renault tanns were encountered.;“

POt UL LU L S

With the lgt and 24 Platoons disposed in the flelds adjacent to the road g sy

NN s AN AT 10

"Ehe tanks were allowed to appréach until withln a few feet of the reg-
pective positions then by use of Gammon grenades, bazookas, and grenade
launchers, the tanks were stopped colds Though the tanks were im-

ncbilized the Germans inside were not and us ‘they evacuated the

vehicles considerable flrlng follownd whils goms gluvendevmane wevs .

Ao SEAVAAN 2 7D WA MW A

rxllled, several of our men were wounded. Our casnalties in this case
‘resulted not from the enemy but from the adjacent platoons firing
into each others positions while firing at the Germans, (36)

Since no transportation was available it was necessary to render
5)  Personal knowledge
6) Personal knowledge
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% - inisﬁlaidn 0 th@ae who hed beeams casualties, plaee-tham alaag @ ’rwi?;;ff;““LQ“?
hedgerow, camouflage them with branehea, mark the spot on a map and hqpe
- to send for them 1abar. (37) , “  ' i i
" At this point in the same formation the Battalion left the road
to proceed gross country to its objective, While still about a mile
.nérthaaétmofuBAHFIE,;exhramﬁly.haawy smallwarmamﬁire~wasmréeai§ad; st TR,
Lieutenant Colonel Shanley drew his command into a perimeter defense
et gidgent patrols 0 reconndiver T the “Tionts’ A éonsolidated consensus T T

of the results of these patrols indicated the area was held by at least
a battalion of enemy infantry supported by armor and artillery. (38)

At 1600 hours in the afternoon after the 319th FA Glider Battalimn
had laid down a preparatory barrage, the 2d Battalion attacked BAUPTE. . ... .-
Companies D and F were in the assault echelon with Company £ in reserve.
Company F cleared the southern half of the town after z fire fight that
lasted more than an hour,

Company D fought its way to the outskirts of the northern end of
-4he town againat. bitter. opposition. . .. R

Northeast of BAUPIE D Company encountered a strongly defended wehiels
park. Colonel Shanley sent his reserve § Company thréugh the section of
towm already cleared by F Company. Then D and E Companies joined in a
coordinated attack that quickly neutralized this position. The 2d

Battalion bazookas accounted for ten tanks in seizing the motor pools

Wy BT 5 1 e AR Y L )
P2 Wb A T P, AR T e N e AT IR N N N Vo ARVATIT I ARPE S (T AL TR WA oy,
S AP A A T b, :

which contained over fifty VPthleSo F Company knocked out four 20=-mm all-

purpose guns. By dark the battalion had reorganized and was in complete

control of the town and causeways. (39) d
On the causeway south of BAUPTE contact was made with the 101st
: :
" (37)" Personal knowledge f
(38) Personal knowledge :
(39) Personal knowledge g
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'"’.Airborne Division. ( ee B ) Gaptured Geman trmsport.ation was

Far i SRR Y

spatchad - pick up the wounded that had cceurred in rcute, w%ieh

drew to a close the initial thirteen days of the NORMANDY invasiun. (ho)

s S AR

The 2d Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry, did not accomplish =~

any of its miasions accordlng to the pre—conceived plan, however with

n e SN A LN s e R e SR ey PR TR T (P TSR PPt

the a351stance of the air force the two bridges over the DOUVE RIVER
were destroyed. :;;;g;s:r commnications were disrupted, and by
secupation of HILL 30, snemy reinforceménts were prevented from moving
cast toward the -Leach landings over the causewa& leading into CHEF DU
PONT. While operating under severe shortages of eqiiipment this Batta-

1ion held ony accounting for the destruction of ‘many German: soldiers
and their equipment and materially aided in the accomplishment of the
over-all operation,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISHM

U , .7 P

N

1, ANTIAIRBORNE DEFENSE

Even though the enemy took great pains to construct elaborate
antiairborne obstacles such as Romelspage his effectiveness was greatly ;
‘réduced because Ul Ty -tavk o fngpresstveosye - i 16 117, because of
the great quantities of equipment that were taken in by the individwal = = |
and because of the ineffectiveness of the harness release of the
parachute during the first few minutes of the Operatlon the invading
forces were the same as sitting ducks. An agressive enemy conducting
spontaneous assaults could have taken a great toll, i

In additior during .the four days. prior 40 reerga ﬂiga bdonahad Bhe s lin i b

enemy conducted an all-out coordinated attack against the various small
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o Badly eqEipoed; solated groups instead of plsce-msul probing efforte; T o
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he could most certainly have reduced these pcgitions.‘”*(A:qﬁiék release

device is now incorporated in all standard personal parachute hamess.) %
2. DELIVERY OF CREW-SERVED WEAPONS §
#Tnability at this time to deliver arew-served weapons and other = - é

A ]

special equipment on the individual in leg packs, etc., resulted in an §

?

«-acute -shortepge of fire power during-tho--mesi-wilaerabie- pk&se»-e@«-mwuw— s m—«-«é
i

airborne operation. Had individual containers been provided to facili- !

tate dropping the much needed crew-served weapons, and ammunition, more

of fensive action could have been dbbumpllbheu ingtead of the defensive

L8 o OO 3 s ek G

’attltude invoked by‘these shortabes. *Sultabie detachahlo containers : g

"of this type are now availables Y

3s ARTILLERY ADJUSTHENT ) )
The.ebility of 1lst Platoon Leader, Company E, to effectiveiy'dipggtv_ ‘

the fires of the 319th Giider FA most certainly broke up the efforts

c2 the enemy to-launch &-ccordinated siteck agoinst HIIL 30, Had thds - '”“i

artillery fire not been available or effectively utilized, particularly
with the shortage of ammunition and crew-served weapons, this position

could not have been helds
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Due to the dispersion of the aircraft formation at the time of the
drop, instesd of tactical units as had been planned, we find many small

widely separated groups operating independently of each other working

toward a common goal, the objectives. Men whom previously had commanded é

a squad were called upon to command groups the size of platoons and

companles, It is on]y hlgh caliber trainlng that providea junior

leaders with sufficient background to enable them to effectively execute

these rcsponsibilitieb.
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Reorganization of the 2d Battalion, SOBth Parachute Infantry, Was
not completed until D plus L. +#This was provoked by many reasons which
includé”thé”unéﬂitability of pathfinder equipment for assisting the

troop carrier units in making an accurate delivery. "The use of in-

“adequate assembly aids to effect the assembly of battalion size.unita;

~In this case & visable Tight tied-in a tree that could net-heve-Beenm . . . .

seen for any distance bécause of the hedgerows. It was not until D
plus L after tactical unity had been regained that any coordinated action

cauld be abtempleds"  #Vast dmprovements have been made both in athiinder
(0 P

6o INTERCHANGEABLE PERSONNEL ‘

The value of keeping the maximum number of crew-served weapons in

operation cannot be over-emphasized as experienced by the personnel

o AT SR

defendlng HILL 30. On D plus b when thp 2d Battal*on, 508th Parachulbe. . oo coomed

R e T R U Rt CHEBAD W e B A 0w

Infantry was relieved by elements from the 90th Infantry'D1v151on and

supplles, weapons and equipment again became ‘available, it was necessary

in many cases to assign men as machine gunners, BAR=-men and mortar-men . ...

who did not carry this speciality as an MOS. The ability of the

individual soldier to effectively place any infantry weapon in operation -

will determine to a great extent the value of any unit.
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7o CONTROL OF AN AMBUSH

several men were unneccessarily wounded in the tank ambush conducted

by the lst and 2d Platoons, E Company, 2d Battéﬂion‘on the march to

RS e g £ N U & S g

BAUPTE« While a certain amount of protection was afforded by the

A K

hedgerows-along the road, -had prior coordination been effected between = o
platoons so that only one platoon would fire at any one time, while the

other used the hedgerows for protection these casualties could have been
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dg Spontanenus aggryssiveaess and coordinated attacxa o the part
of antlairborne defenders can nullify the effectiveness of a vertical
envelopment,

2+ Parvachute troops must be provided with light crew-served.

weapons and other SPQCia;_ggu}pmagﬁg_attachedwta‘thawgumpsrmtewin&Wp&ww~ﬂ““W“““*

SO A G T

,drop.\wmust.b@,v-Qéi‘{«eev%edﬂ-m@r 6% 4 bl ﬁam}«_smﬁm Si-any-eeordirated -

its ready availability upon arrival on the ground,
3e A knowledge of artillery and its adjustment of fire is a must

for allafficers and if possible key noncommissioned officers.

Lhe The value of small unit leadership cannot be over-emphasized . ... ..

in training, In airborne operations where small, isclated groups are
compelled to funetion for extended periods of time without relief or
assistance the full and exacting exercise of leadership is essentials

5« Reorganization of an airborne battalion after a night combat

action, The development of adequate night asgembly aids will greatly
reduce this problem.
6s To effectively utilize the fire power available within a unit,
all personnel must be capable of manning every weapon in the unit,
e Qoordinatio. and sentrol Letween smalt unite partidipating in

an ambush is essential if casualties are to be held to a minimnm;
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