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Ihe =ir is clean,dry and easy
to take. The Coore le 8lso pure and
wet snd s28y to E£xe. Tom Heun mnd
Lewls Burrews 4id 8 wonderful Job
preparing thioge for us. Tom, B &
Berv, Co, bBas been ln the food and
beverege buslomess for-a long tlme.
Els contects opened & lot of doors
and sEocthad over any rough spoks.
Lew, & Co, got uUs on IV among other
thirgs. Thet wag B firet for us and
really helpas in conteotlng some of
our lost geng. When the spot llght
got on Lew, bhe did a smosth Job of
explalining who we were snd what ue
bed dozme Lo the wer.

In sddlitlon to remawling our war-
tlze acqualntances end swapping
storles, there was & lot to do.
fhere were free buses to downtown
Dezver. We all drove lnto the Eockeya

coe day for sight seelng end a ranch
Btyle supper with spinging cowboys.
Thers were lota of group trips %o
places like Plkes Pealk, the Garden
of the Gods, Coors,
aAcadesy,

the alr Forca
eic: We oould go to

Denver agaln and hive &
good tima wlthout dolng
anything a second tlme.
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Sali ANTONIO 1975

Dave Thomes geve & wery
clog story on the advantazes
piensures te be found in Sanm
next Sept 14,15 & 16, We all
#llllngly Iollowed ole lesd end wlll
meet @t the Bt. Anthony Hotel Ain
downiown Ban Asotonlo.

convin=
and
natonle

Dave 1s ln charge of the 1979
reunlon right in ble own stamplog
grounds. He will do his ususl grect
Joiu of getting things orzanized and
prepared for our wislt. He esven
mentlonesd something about a side trip
into Hexloo after the reunlaom if he
can make the right contacts.

General Dave 1s alrsady lining
up all of ble Texas buddles to help
hir make 79 & Texas slze Teunlon we
will mnever forgatl
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MASTER ADDREES LISTING

he new ones dated T-1=-T2 ars
eveilabla; That's ppe of the Eonid
thlnge thet your duss -money flaancas.
Write ae, Jim allariyce, 335 ardusgl
Frenkenmutn, Hlch. 43734, 1f you
want ohe.

WE Are Oaw oo our HEH Lo =
600 zecbar Tostar. ‘Gat out thers
and Iind your old buldles =0 tney
can be Listed.

& AEGHMENT OF THE BIGHTY=-SECOND AIRBCRNE DIVISION TALL=AMERIC ANS D



EUROFEAN TUHR =iTH THE 208ig 2 I.%. ~A500IATION

B2ND - AIRBORME DIVISTON

June 2 co June la, 1978
Byv: Eilleéen Falfart

WOTE: Beb and Eilean Eoliart are friands of 508ch. Bob was {n the Pacific In WWII with
the Alr Force. Thess notes of thelir tour wich the 508th have an interesting per-
spactiva,

June 2, 1878

ook off from Oakland Alrport at 11320 a.s. afcer mesring the cwelve orhar sembars
from this area. Wa came down to refuel at Bangor, Mpine, for 1Y hours. Everyone collected
in the aicport bar for talk and drinks. Took off again for Gaktwick Afrport outside
London. Arrived inm bright, wsatm westher - about B0 degrees. MHorry and walt, hurry and
walt from this poinc. Board buses for 50 mile drive to ferry. Supposed to leave at
1:15 p.m. = and - at &:15 p.m, we leave! Arrive around 6:00 p.m, in Calais, Franese, aftar
& vory smooth crossing. Have a liccle wait for the buses te plck un up. After finzlly
sbartlng out, wve learn that we have about & sevon hour drive ahead of us. What a shock
in our tired scace! We had had snacks and tea on the fecry but had not had dinner! We
had a long drive broken only by twa “pIt" stops and by the lovely French songs that our
driver; Lucian; played on the sterso.  Finpolly, &t 5:00 a.=s., we arrive (n Chaf du Ponec -
what a beautiful durprise! There in front of che courthouse was a crowd of townspeopls
waving and smiling. We had been scheduled to-arrive ac 8:30 p.m; the provicus evening,
but the welcome was as warm as {f ve were only five =inutes lace. What a really moving
sight and one wa will never forget. ALl the tiredness loft us at the sighe of sueh
sincore warath and welcome. Our host and hostess hurried us to their two cars (a deluze
Harcodes and a Citroen) as Lt was raining lighcly., Drove sbout three miles from the town
to thelr home which corned out to be a beautiful chateau. After a sofe drink and a
Eroifsant, we wers assigned Co one wing of the chatesu. Three coupled are staying here
and we are given one wing of ctha chatesu for sur use - thres besuciful bedrooms Fiiled
with antiques plus & hoge, huge bathroom. Then inco bed for two hours sleep - cor First
in abour 40 hours. -
June &, 1978

At 3:03 a.m, uve are up and dressed to snjoy & continental breakfast with our hos:
and hostess, 1Tt (5 teaming raining ®o we can not look around the grounds. Our host
taises thoroughbrad horses and told us he has had many champions. Drivae into town for
the dedication of the park chat the 308th donated to the town. The rain never dampened
the enthusissm of the townspecple or of opur group. The band plaved auny, just ignotnd
the heavy rain. 0. 8. Hill, the leader of this tour, gave a very heartfelt epesch that
wask translated by a French clcizen. After the ceramony, we all walked a shart distanca
through the town to an area whéere 4 lacge tent had bean erscted for a delicious dinnar
complece with many courses and much wine and cider. An outdoor barbegue had been erectod
and buge jointd of lamb were baing basted. The food was outstanding. The final drisk
of the dinner was calvedan, & local homemade mpple liquar - powarful! Them back an the
busas for a tour of the parachute drop sites of June &, 1964, Then back to town where
we were hosted by Henry Renaud at his beautiful, modern (rare fn this arsa) ranch home.
Dinner of differsnt sausages, salad and much, =much champagne. Then back te aur chacesy
to bed.
June %, 1978

Up at B8:00 a.m., a quigk continental breakfast and cthen te town td thi budes. Tha
voung children wers walting for their school bell to ring - they Laughed ‘and waved. We
drive about 70 kilometers to the U.5, cemscary which s yary fmpressive snd sad. 9,786
of osar G.1."s are buried here. We Eook plotureas and walled beacwssn the crosses. On
the vay back, the bus driver dropped us off on the lang roadway to our chibeas, We
found out {t {8 600 years old and has been in our hostess's faml Iy all ehrough the gan-
erations. But our beautiful Hostess and ber hesband have no children. We changed clothes
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anid had 4 "guall® = glass of wvine - with our hosts. Then we and thew afled [nto their
Mireades and Cittodn ta drive about 45 minutes za Cobrtenville’ for a ceéreseny and cham-
angne; than to 4 small restasrant for a porto {port wined and then to Hardy Restagrant
far a dimnar complace with speeches and singing: This was our parcy for aur hosts.
Afcar dionar, we 4ddjourn to A nearby disdotheque - the Casino. A few dapces and then
bock ta the chateau and to bed at 2:30 a.m.

June &, 1973
Drive into St. Mere Egliese ®o the church for Mass. This (s che church thac was

ghawn in the mavie, "The Longest Day." On D-Day a paratrooper by the name of John Steele
was caught on one of the uprights of the church towar. One cormer of the tower has &
pardchuce hanging and the figure of a paratrooper 18 dangling from it In mescry of Steele.
Thin incidenc really happensd and Stesle hung chere for three houss afees preconding
Ea be daad wvhan he was shot fn the foat by a German on the ground. After Che Mass, we
walked In the heavy tain o the courthouse where the band played and O, B. Hill and
athar members of the group expressed appreciation for our warm welcome, Then on toa
Eant erscead baside & restaurant where a hugh mes] complets with wine and calvedos was
served. At the dinner, 0. B. Hill presented Madame Renaud with a plague honmoring her
For all sha had donm over the past J& yaard to keop the memoty of D=Day alive in the minds
of the townspeople. She spoke to us in English and i{s a tremendous person. Later we
went back to our chiteau as this is our last night here and our hoscs are having a dinner
party for us. At B:00 p.m.. we gathered in the Chinese salon where the butler served
caviar and all kinds of deinki. Memgbers of cheir families were present. Lockily one
woman spoks some English, so we had an interpreter at last. Before this we had been
using sign language and body English co converse with our hosts. The dinner was oukstand=
ing - & once-in-a-lifetime affair, Beagtiful friends, deliclous food, many wines, four
dassercs — wod| Dipner #nded ar midnight. Then back inte the . salen for champagne and
dancing to the sterso.
June 7, 1978
_W'HJU a.m. by bus for Paris. Arvived at a large hotal where we are assigned
a tiny room with twin beds and a privace bath. Hot a chatean but very adequate. Inte {
the buses far a greéat cour of the sights of Parin whila driving to the Aserican Legion
far a Buffer dinpar, On the tour, w& made Cwo sStopi - one at Motre Dame whers we had
A Ralf hour ro walk around and enjoy the beauty. Drove by che Madeliens which 13 a huge
copy of the Parthenon with no windows (glass roof gives light to che inside). Baw the
ELffal Tower, the Arch de Tritmphe, ocutside of the Louvre, the Pigalle area, the Hont-
parnarnasse area high on the hill.
June 8, 1378
ava the day to enjoy Farls and chen in che evening we go to & French restaurant and

Ehen ap to che Pallies Bergece.. We anfoyed the avening and the Follies which haod beautifol
costumes and many differsnt acts Aod scanes; 4 fev were topless but sest acts did not
tnelude topless dancers. Wa left before the finale so that we could take a bus tour of
the lights of Paris. Avrive back at our horel at 12:30 a.m.
June 9, 1973
_d:_\r;-?l.t':l,‘l after a continmental breakfast in the hotel. We have been fortunate
that so many meals are included in the pour. Host of this day was spent on che hises.
Wé now must stay In Sus &L aF we arm going Co a differant hotel in Trods Pants than che
athar two buses. It tutne out to be o beautiful spol Lo the countty with nothing artound -
galled "Doux Repos™ {sweet repose).’ It is a chaler that is a Winter ski resort. Many
Garmans vacation here we ars eald. We have a gargesus view from eur window. Fergeb ta
mention that we had a recaption at Scavelet before arriving at oar hotel. Tonight we are
to atkend a dinner at o restancant high in the souncoins. We are sacved o beautiful
hoffar dinner. Afrer dinner, ©, B, HiLl, Don and the Fremch dignlcaries present exprass
matual respect and gratitude.
Jung 10, 1378

Afcer a great breakfast Lo our chalet, wa board the ks to Joln ' the rest of our group
who are housed Iin another area., Then the three buses start out to tour about aix bactle
sleas, After the reception {n the flrit town, we per inte ona of the World War II Jesps
and trucks that are accompanying us. These |seps are ovwned by the local citizens uvho
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have a vary getive club thas restores the U5, ecuipment and clothing plus Chese |eeps.
The lesps are collecter's items now. We got (nta che jeep thinking we would just go
a block ar sa to the mext stop area - but to our surprise, the jeep took offl and drove
up winding back lanes to find some of the battle sites, Iz was a cold, damp ¢?? = ang
the wind blowing through the spen jesp made (T seem like Winzer, One of the places we
went wis Thier du Mont Ridge above Salm Chateau. This ridge had been held by the 508ch
for about three weeks in Decembar, 1954, The 308th could look dewm far below to the main
road whare the Germans were moving their equipment. It was 20 degrees below zero and the
srow was waist deep, we wers told., The men lived without heot food pr any shallter except
a fox hole during that time. Today we visit Bastsgne, Moufflaize, Theux in Belgium and
Malmady In Lusenborg whére thers Ls a semorial to 100 A=srican daldiers who ware [ined
up and shot by the Germans. Bastogne was one of che large towns and we stopped at the
very modern Cown hall whera thers were speeches, champagne and picture tnking beside a
hyge B' statua of a soldier half carrying a fellow trooper.. The statues uwas mads: From
the trunk of & huge tree. Had a fres hour for lunch and then back on the buses for a
driva to Thedx. This uis a very moving experience as when our buses pollad in we found
all cthe townspeopla standing in the streets walting to greet us. We shook hands with
many s we walked to the center of the sguare for heartfelt speeches byiouc deadars and
theirs., Then a parzde farmed Eo walk up the streer to thelr memorial far band playiog
and anthe=s. Back ko the town centsr for an hour's fred time Co browse. Thoen an to the
town of Malmsdy, Walked Into.a school gym whece we saw 4 Cable at least 60' long loaded
with huge platters of chicken, sliced beef, comatoes stuffed with tiny shrimp, cucumrbars,
carrots, ek, evervthing beaurifully prepared. A delicious cold medl complete wlth red
wine, Afrer dinner w4 moved Eo the rosa next desc whare the todtmspeople’ gather to dance
to an Alpine band.
Junma Ll 1976

Leave at 9500 a.z. for Holland, Stop 2t a ssall museum for an hour or se. -Angther
drive and then a stop at the Henci Chapelle Amarican Cematery and Memorial whers General
George Patton La buried. It f= & beaucifuol césecery high on top of a hill, north of
Yeviers. Also stop later az the Netherland-American Cemsicery which is the saln cemetery
of the Hetharlands. Arrived finally at the town of Berg en Dal in Holland., The land hace
is rolling which surprived us as we expectod sverything to ba below sea level. Wa are
based in ‘o large hotel, vary clean with parklike grounds, We can look off te Gearmany in
the distanes. Green lavns and 4 ros2 gardenm belew sur first flser room window. _‘Tﬂ‘-ga:h!r
in the large dining rooma for a good meal. Tha Huensnikon Beer Company presented éach of us
with & Delft beer sug. After dinmer, we are shown woms filos of the 508th in action in
1984,
Juna 12I L97 R L

Continental breakfact i{n this hotel i pot the uiusl tolls and coffes - the buifer
tarle Is-sprend with ceroal; oggs. bis, Seoldwmi, biead, etc. Instead of taking ths taks
of tha battlefiaids which L5 the planned event, we deacide to go fo the nedrest town which
is Nimegon. Wao mest a very friendly town resident at the bus stop who directs us to the
lecal Flea Market which {s held each Mopday uneill 1:00 poai when the storss opon. We
wera tempted o buy Some of the many antlques that wers offared for sale; but tTansporta-
tion to the Staces would be difficult., Have lunch and wander zhrough che stores, then
back to the hotel to gathar for the evening event. We go by bus o the nearby Etown of
Grosbask wheére an gutdsor cerfémony L4 held despite che Llight rain. The bani plaved and
Q. B. HLll expressed =he gratituds we all feel tewvard chese arm, Eriendly pecpls. A
senior citizen retiremenc Mome o nearby and wa walk thece for & musical presentation
by the band plus sope dance numbatrs by the majorectes. Three ladies had purchased bougusts
of Eflowers which they presented Eo chree of the Aserican ladies (n olr group. I wns one
af the ames that received 4 bouguet and I found 4 pote attached with the giver's nime
and address, CAfter acciving back home T wrots her a letcer expressing my gratltude for
ehe honor she did gur groupl. Afcer the susical presentation, e toured A nearby working
windmiil. I was about five sceries tall and we clisbed to cthe Cop on wooden ladders -
not bad golng up, but the Erip down was 4 'bit more difficult! GCreat funl






