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FOREWORD

Today the regiment s three vears old. I like Has nos been long im
fierme of vears: bur filled with accomplishments: a1 Camp  Btand g,
Fore Renning, Camp Madkall, Tennesece. Irelamd, England. Mermandy,
* Halland. Belgium, and mow Gersany. These have been yeats of conti:
nuos o sanding aeceagtlshnsent e all 'ﬁ'.f!l.!l all military adtion,
garctan aind dombac.

O Detober 20, 1942 thiy regiment wus agtivated For one puipdse,
o build upoa Bghting unit. aod then te Bght o lelp o defear the Axis
armibes i battke. Thar has been done and done magnificenthy. The
bitory of this regiment b awe of glorious advevements of which we
and hase wha fallow e can be juerly prowd,

The biievetses-and pecompliihmente of the regiment have not been
withaut the cosr thar war imposes on all fgheing units: The courage;
homar and sagrifice &f thos members of the reyiment now darmied on
aur Hanor' Rall brought us 1o victory. The Binein herocs are thae who
sthll remain i Notmandy, and Hellind, and Belgiam, Thelr memary
u:'.: L;:'p with s in feverence and In honor 38 3 consram Hl'iph'.'lh'vl'.'ﬂ
for the Futwre, in civilian or fromblicary Bie, o keep the peace for which
we have fosghe and they have dacd

A we face our peacetime doties now, we cannot rest o the lousels
of war. This 1 know évery member of the regimient realizes, for you
have demonserated it in your perfarmance of duty since V- dav, Many
ald members have lefe and are still o leave the segiment 1o ceturm
to their civilian duties. To them | sav. "Good lud, and my sincere
thanks and appreciation for your superb contribugion i fnbhing the
task ot For us thice \veard agol

Te the nen wha arrive mow to replace those who have gone, 1and
the regimene extend a hearty welcomse: You ¢an be prond of the histary
of the regiment, now vour regiment. [t 4 your ebligation and respensi-
Bility to write the sucoceding chaprers in the wme magnificent way, Mo
one-doubts the mamner in which you will carry on.
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HISTORY
OF THE

508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

A!mmgh hisnory woald have it that the $00th - Paraehure Infanesy was baen om the 20eh of Qeiober,
1942, plans Far its activation began well bebore thar date. Early i Seprember Major Roy E: Lindquise
i told char he woaold command the regiment. Begween this pime and the day of sceivation Major Lindguist
procured and trained 3 cadre obtained from the 26th Infanery Division, the soxnd Paradhare Infantry, and
the. Parachuee Schicol, moved his sheléron cfew o Camp Blanding: Florida, and way promoted 1o i grade
of licuzemant colonel.

Daring vhe Laner pare of Ourober and the fret of November, more than 4500 men, mostly tresh from
Receprion Cenners. were processed before the original quota of 2300 had met all requirements. Their firss
sppeatance before their batralion commanders was a surprise ta most of the recruits. Being induceed o &
mafgarmy. and then being asked mdh questhons as: - Whar's yeur name? Why? s Midkew Meuie a bov ora
ettl?" lelt eeveral men wondering what the soore was, Yer sudh was the indocteination Majer Louls
G. Mendes. Jr. gave each man of his Third Battalion, for the mien had ta be mentally ae well as physiczlly alem,

The booming solee of 1st Lt. Fleming shouting at 4 batealion taking ealisthenied svmbolized life durin
ﬁg,pdrlﬂcl of basic wiining: ' Absalute silence and instantangous respanse to command are the very cssence
ol nl.l.mr-p eralabng - Grab your partner in the fireman’s carry ! Now we'll do twensy- five show, casy deep knee
ﬁ " Courses in basic infantry sihiccts wiere Ineerspersed with periods of alerr drills, rune. rope

mg: and rumbling. Tt ix small wonder thar the efficers were amazed when ot the «nd of the day the
chaw whh.tl-: would be answered by 4 bundh of doublbe-timing. tambling men, sereaming like wild indiane.

Company competition was held ar Blanding for ifle marksmanship. close prder drill, and physical
prowess, with streamers being pliced on the winnlng company’s guidan. In 4 coniéa open 1o evervont.

Andrew |- Sklivis ssbmitted the winning suggestion fora regimental maignia, o parachuting Ked Devil.
Jand the batthe-y ‘iablor” vwas adopred.

The tegiment wis sericred 10 camp while endorgoing basic praintng: and during a slight cpedemic ol
meades. mavement was limited 10 the company areas. Early in December this ban was lied and the 3034
went thapping i ladksonville. The veacrion to this sudden freedom can only be described @ normal unde
hﬁrnmmnﬂi

mm_}ﬂ:_.d:r ihe fise vecruits andved ap Blanding, the entice ootfiv fived hor the day jump raiming
would beging On meering a <lass in the momming, an mptructor would ask. “Hew many: daya? . and the men
sould shout back the amaunt of fime remaining before the trip ‘to Fore Benming. When the Firer Battalion
|t on Febiewaty %, phyviical and mental conditioning was topped anly by the superior srare of moraly.

I



Mardiing fracy the rrata 1o barradis i the “frying pan™ area o¢ enning in the carly morning; the men
tarmed thelr ¢yed on the fowr 350 Foot tawers that loomed ot of the mict, Though they looked dminow
and o feeling of anxicty swipe down the ¢olumn, these steel mammoaths were not as frightening on this
marning-as they would be 4 few weeks Later when the soon-teebe jumbers were dangling from their teps,

Adeer twi weeks of preliminary trainidg the day of the frst jumps ardved. Mardhing through the dtreess
of the Tort, Tostily vinging *“The Song of the Airbome Mnfmrey'™ o hide their nervousmess, exch man sud:
denly realized that pare of the old curiausity wiad replaced by uneznness. Within che bower the firit men
Bad jumiped. and by the end of the weak mew silver wings were boginning 1o appesr on the blowses of the
TEpameTit. Immediately on qunllﬁ-lng’ the dew parattoopers ket on ten-day leaves and I'url-:mu;h

Liciitgnam Cedonel Lindgulsr was promored ro colonel az the-end of Mard,

O retuming to Benning the regiment moved to Camp Madiall, North Caralina — ar that time meecly
a name asshgned te a few butldings snd upruned soil berween Finehurst and Rodingham, Heee the men got
thelr firss Lisson In what wai to become an old story — practically building thele own quarrers as well as
biving i them. Dnly. she sremy called i "beautification of the arca®

Armed: with an éxcellent knowledge of infantry basies when they lekr Blanding, the pamtroopers now
were o apply these principles in developing a smoothly fancrioning veam, 5o the mext six wecks were spent
doing small-umit problems in the swamps and across the ands-of Camp Madkall.

O the 216 of May the regiment entrudied for Cheraw, Solth Carolina. where they. were 1o redrive
thetr first test, maneuvering as ground infantry against the 1014t Alrbome Divicion. While the mancuver
was suceeeshil and brought commendations to the Sosth, it best value was in reaching the Joes with the
rilles on their shoulders haw 1o fight the weathier along with the enemy, It rained almess continually for 2
wiek, and the regiment moved about seven Sauth Carolina miiles every night —a South Carolina mile heing

equivalent 1o roughly two American miles, They call the resules of these marches agressiveness, manea-
verahility. and celeriry, but the only marerial gain that themen coaild see and feel were the blisters. Throngl

the trial-and-error method most of the troopers learned 10 walk with the intantry slouch, and karned 1o
seit in the peculiar half-sitring position that is unique amang doughboys trying 10 shecp on 2 wet night in
& hole Bull of water: Oi the rébam to camp everyone was dog-tired, but proud of thelr accomplisnments,

June and July weré spent in advanced tactical training. both ground and airborme, including efficiensy
teits: speed marches, and infiltration courses. Everyone had become foor-sore and meneally weary by the end
ab Augusr, and the regimental commander ordered furlowghs for all; -

Immediarely after the Farlpugh period. riding in whar seemed like the oldest day coadses b service,
the sosth moved to Tavlersville, Tennessee. to participate in Second Amiy manvuvers, Working at fitst
a8 ground troops. the roopers proved that the human foor, iFused frequently for perieds of preat doraton,
can nevet replace the automobile, bur &am give It o pood race. Again the talk about sgressivencis; agakn
the Blisters under the great tael -

In preparavion fora night jump on the Sthoof Octaber, 3 bivousc srea was ser up oear Martherm Field:

berdering on Tullahoma. For a week plans and briefing were carried on. and after dark on the sth planes
were loaded. Because of an Air Corps misunderstanding the Firer Rattalion wai dropped over o wide area,
hut the rest of the eutfit landed right on the DZ, and all missions were agcomplished

Another shorr period of mancuvers followed, and then Colonel Lindquist seceived arders to return

the repiment to Madkall previous to overseas shipment. A theee-day blanket pass followed the seturn

Marrh Carolina. Since the regiment s firit birchday, Ootober 20th, was spent in Ténncisee, Chrganization Dy
wait celebrated on Movember 4th. A half:day holiday, a review for the ©G of Airbome Command, and &

53 show were enpoved by all,

14




i the twentieth of December, Camp Shanks, M. Y., apened wide ite gared o the Red Devils, and the
final pre-hipping procesing began, After agies o New York were given For 1ws nights, the sogh wai
alerted on Chivrmas Day. and following a final physteal, the "USAT lames Parker™ was loaded on the
pwenty-geventh, Early on the sweney-elghth The Lady with the Lighe faded Brom -sight. and ‘ceeryane.

abaard began drawing cxera pay for Fordign:sgavice.

Information as ta when and where vhe “lames Parker  would mext make port rermained a secret for
iy slay s, while all :rqun.d an ever-increasing flosilla assembled il the w23 was filled with ships as
Far a5 theove conld wee, Life reversed 1o cating, sheeping . pambling, and runniag vp and dewn inve the hold
and oo the dede dunng boar dnll

As the big oty faded fromm sighe, the swells grew bipger and bigger, and vating. for wme, eeased to be
an active function. At the end of the Fourth day mal-de-mer was mmpane. and the medics” comitant
remsinder, Ul all in yoor mindt beoughe remporary rellef ar besr, Wien Lt Brian M Beoudin, one.of the
medical officers aboard, began to turn 3 Wl &, %, shade, this argument-bosr all value,

Abaur the sixgh day ong 1|E|.- I;h:_,q:n o get rather- itn:rml!'lped. and a new shipboard divetsion wos devised
To 'play the game the men 'were lned up i moster order with the medics ar the head of the line, enormous
hypadermics in thelr handi. At the smrting sigmal the men would surge forward, and the modics would
swiag. The vietims tried 1o rush through untoudhed while the pill-rollere tried o aticdh eveevane befase the
sispply of aeedles was expended i the arme of the pressing mob, The suncame way prederermined, and for
davs the wearing of the Geneva cross whs o sure way to starf 3 fight.

Thie #th of January was she dane of debarkation: and Belfssn, Northern [reland, was the place. Wirhin
wwentysFour heurs the newly arrived froopens had 1rarm'-ﬂ_ll1|:|-1 [rish trains are dellsized bBut-fast, that
Missen hids are not like home, and thae raie & commonplace jn lcland, Cn thic asset side af the balance
shect. however, were the facts whst Treland {5 o beauriful, well-kepe lirele sountry, and the people were
taking. the American imvashon | stelde. and enjeylng 5.

After twa months of indoctrination, during which time nearly eveey loot of groand in Connry Antrim
felt the measured tread of parachure’ boars, the 304th, attached to the 834 Adebome Divlpion. moved by
water do Scottand and by mil 1o the city of Morringham, Fnglind.

Thie new. camp, destined to be the base camyp for two Sperations. met the approval of nearly dreryane.
MNottingham. pepulation 250 000, was enly a ten minure walk Brom: the rent aren. Working hard & pre-
paration for [-Duy. the pamatroopers wese pleased 1o find the Enplish a0 receptive to Amerlean ways,

After two practise night umps and innumcrable problemy, the division ar last was st 1o play its gart in
the miuch-heralded ivasion of Eutope, On the twenty-eighth of May the Red Devils made 1 monor mardh
b neathy airhcids, Hee the job of waiting, mingled with rhe pechorming of lasc minute chedks, went on
day and night.

For the initial taste of combat the bartalens were commanded as follows: Le. Col. Hesberr B Rarcheller,
First Batinlie: Le. Cal Thiikhi 1. B Shanfey, Second Esvmbion: Li Cok Louwis G. Mendez, Jr.. Third
Bacealtan,

2 Jume:Seh oar- 2230, a8 the airhelds throughout Englond neared with the dind of hindrede of 4dling
motom, the troopers loaded up For their At combar jump. The ‘dhange af station from England o France
wart rpid, saking only two hours. and was necompanicd by confusion g the close<knir formarions of Ca47s
wehe sphit by Flak and clowds,

The histary’ of abe invading aieboeng troopd From' Juse oth unnl Jure pith isa collection of Hﬂﬂlll‘lﬂh‘
unconpected Incidents, wnited only by their common purposs — 1o keep the enemy Brom reinforcing the
troops delending the beady, Complerely suceessful in this mission. the softh Paradiute Infantry rrﬂ!l'l'ld
a Previdential Ciration For gallanery on D:Day and DVplus 1, [t o Page o
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FIRET RATTALIOMN STAFF, s0dih PARACHUTE INFANTRY
Lr Do Fhialds Wakian: B Civridnding



Col. Shanley, commanding & composite group on Hill 0, wist of S1e. Meee Enlise. held the only bridge-
head over the Merderet River againer overwhelming odds. Cape. Jomarhan E Adams, commanding A Com-
pany. had a First Barealion group south of Col. Shanley's posirion, Colonel Lindquist grouped all 508 men
ast of the Merderer at Chef du Ponr. and led them across the river to. consolidate Col. Shanley ¢
position. These three groups, composed roughly enc-half of the Red Devils, the rest fighting singly otin
small grocps. Lr. Malealm [ Brannén of the Thisd Bartalion killed Major General Falley. CG of o the
coastal divisons, carly D<Day moming: '

O thie nighe of Tane 1 3gh, L. Hove T, Goedale led Company F across the Douve river an Beeéville:
|3 Bagrille after a preliminary barrage by the 834 Division Artillery. The west of the reglment Followed
in columi. cacdfi batralion peeling off on o different mission south of the river. Ar this fime she troapers

gained the highese-respect for the $07th Albome Engineers. for while the infaniry  double-timed scromn
the newly comitructed bridge, the epgineers stood waiit-deep it warer and sheorbed all the kead Jerry

caunld throw a1 them,

Moving south from the bridge, Firse Batialion went 1o the regimental reserve afga s Colgny, while
the Third Bartalten comablished an iland defense abour three miles south of the Douve. The Secand
Barealion moved up on the left with the tawn of Baupte. as their objective. A caueway at Haupee over
ribitary of the Dowve comnected the 508th area with the 1015t Airborme Divisions bridgehead south
of the river,

Adfter an all day's fight, Baupee was taken. great quantities of mancricl, Inclading soné. 50 vehicles,
were captured, and the 101at was contageed near the causeway, The bradgehiead south of the Douvie wos
maw of sufficlint size 1o be 3 constant theeat 1o the enemy s 2 jumping off spor for o larpe-scale atrask,

Two dave later. an the 15th of June. after the regimental area had becn cleared. the $071h Parachuic
lafanary relleved the regiment, and while the Third Battalion moved to a defensive poasition pear 55, Sai-
veur le Vicomte on the division's right Bank, the rest of the autfit moved Srie ro division reserve notth-
west of Ericnvilic and then to defensive positions south and southwest of 51, Sauveur.

At thie time the Allied plan was to sweep west, cutting & swath completoly across the penimiula. A
soon as Cherborrg wai thes iselited, troops would move morsh to clear the port, Only ateer the penin:
sula had been cheared would @ big drive to the south srarr. The #2d was assipned the mission of halding

positions e the south wntil this drive began.

As troops of the 357th Infantry passed shrough che regiment on the drive o the west. the Thiledd
Ratralion was alerted 10 move South of the Dowve River again 1o broaden the bridgehead. Crossing the
Fiver i ascanli boars on the 12th & Tune, the batralion advanced southward withour resistande unfil an
enemy observer i the dhurch steeple ar Vindefoneaine drected mortar fire on the column. Fushing on
sher sustainimg several casaltics. the battalion prepared to amadk the town of Preson the next merming,

When H Conpany, leading the Thisd Bartalion in this attadi, was pinned down by fire, Capr. Hillman
. Dhess, commanding the m.[n:qh".', expored himsclf pa coenty Breto get bis mep maving. Cak Mendez
micamwhile worked his way 1o the Poremost clementi of his command, steed up and spurred the men
anward by persenally leading the atrady, His actions ar this time camed Col. Mende: the Prstinguished
Service Cmose

Rv now mont of the Cotentin, Peninsula had been cleared. and o big drive s the south was i lage
imminent, Geaeral Patsen's Thied Army was pouring ashare; ready 10 cxpleir o breakthrough, A series
of hills and ridges at the base of the penimsuls were affording the enemy natura] defenses and excellent
cbservation, Before a Breakehrough could be negorinted. the Americans would have 1o hold this high
groumd o, iy P 1A
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Daring the lost part of June the sodth remained in defensive positions south of the Douve, walting
for the bag drive, German. deserters were beginning o stmaggle intg our lings, and n public address syvstem
#nd propaganda shells-wiere used to intice more of them fo surfender. Ar ome poine Lr. Paul B Lehman,
52 of the Third Bartalion. spent an howr pleading in broken German to what looked like someone
waving a white Hag. Abter closer seruminy it turned out to be o large Momman cow with a white 1.1,:..: an
its side grozing behind 3 gop in the hedperow,

A oA op the 3ed of July the Second and Thied Battalions pasted through the pesitions held by the
Fitst Battalion in the Bols de Limors and arracked. rowards Hill 131, the highess ground en the peninsila.
The aitack went well, 2nd by nodn the regiment bad overrun front line positiéns and was operating in
the enemy rear greas. Hill 131 was raken by rightfall, and the Red Devils had advanced three miles through
pouring rain, In position to astad: Hill 9%, che las: of the high ground north of La Have du Puits, the regi-
mental commander awaited the order o move farward,

Ar o740 on thie ath of July, the order came down, and the freworks started ac elght. ‘As the attadk
-progressed, the wile on the reptment's Jefe shelled the high ground aver whidh the Firit Battalion planned
o move: beaving only 2 dmw for o route of advance. The Firsr ond Third Battalions advanced ibmugh
this narrow defile, and when the friendly shelling on the lefr had lifved, the Kraurs were able ro deliver
effecrive firé from the fank as well as from the Front, Both battafions suscained heavy losscr and were Forced
ta withdraw tempamatily,

This wimation threw the balk of the losd on thie Second Barmlion's shoulders. Advimeing on the right
flank of the regiment, the Battalion attadked Hill 95 from the northeast. Since all avenues of approadh
were aver faitly open ground, the ememy was sble 1o sbicrve the troopers mudh of the time. Running
into heavy amiiery as a resalr of the good observation. Capt. Chester Graham, temporarily commanding
the battalion after Lt Col, Alexander had been woended, ordered F Company 1o move to the right around
the base of the hill, while [ Company wene to the lefr. Since the battalion was net ol iufficient strengrh
1o clear the wooded crest, the plan wai to biolate the coemy on the hill from thelr cchorts o the sonth
with intetloding bands of ‘madhinegun ‘fire, and then send combar parroli o che orese, Capt, Royal B
Taylor assumed. command |a the cvening, and under cover of darkness the battalion moved ante the hill.
By five in the marning the Second Bartalion had clepred shie rldpe, alshough enemy movement ta the im-
mediare front was so grear that during the nexe few days several thowssand rounds-of #1mm montar am-
munition ‘was ¢xpended, and the #19th Feld Arcillery, in support of the regiment. kepe cheawing roand
after round onta the encmy positions Lt Lloyd Pollette. commanding F Company did a marvelous jab
with his command on' the peradk, Dispiee the face that vhey were absorbing mast oF the aesillery. F Com-
pany maved to thelr abjective and held i,

The sosth remsained in position as the #th Infantry Dividion passed through eo take Lo Haye du Pudrs
Thie regiment thep broke contact with the enemy. Bruring the whole campaipn. snd it was true of afl future
campaigns, the medics instead of being merely plll-rollers. were the most respected and best loved group
of men in the repiment,. Theit ¢fficicney wias surpasicd only by, their witer disregard Eor enemy fne when a
wounded man noeded ald.

On the 13th of July the sosch loaded into ywo L5Ts on Unb Beach; and by the 15th of Tuly 214 of
the 2056 men whe had jumped an D-Day retumed via Southampron to the base camgp at Moetingham,

After five day furloughs in England bad been enjoved by all, the job of training ‘seplacements and pres
pating tor the next mission began, Rumors were rampatit. Despite the face thar Colomel Lindquise had
informed everyone thar cight weeks was the maximum time he could expect for preparation. some men
ingisted vhat the regiment was practically on s way home. Although a practice jump was scheduled fot

the 29th of August, it was cancelled a2 the lam minute. Breathing o slight sigh ar nar having o jump. the
[ [ ]
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Conilies, Allen €. fsrla
Daggatt, Redm, L, 1aly,

Gimare, Jean A, rln
Owem, Davill B b1 L,

EMLISTED MEMNM

Kadpp, William F,and L,

Dizil,. Williame L Pyt
Day, Letrer H: Pt
Doty lebm P, Pue

Davis, Reece B St

Edwards. Roben A, Fye
Eivedh. Geomge H.  Pwi
Elfi, Adam R Prr
Elriore, Wiler vr
Ertinger. Viciar E Pvi

Fenguzom, A, W. Pe
Fayeante. Gact: T, Fvt
Foseer, Tawid . Pk
Fudhe, Frank F. Jr. Sgt
Fusebinie, foe A Pl

Gallimgper. Jobn W, Tiige
Gresntag. Moy, E T
Giegald, Ale. W, T/
Getsher, Anwese L Bl
Cifrd,  Marine |, Pl
Gamisan, Raym. F. Ple
Gutzinger. Elm, R Pk
Giolomb; Sherm. 8. Pl
Coaffu, Jam, B Pl

Halll Bonald E 85p
Harjo. Gedage - W, Phe

Harper, ‘W, A
Harzell, Wikliam | Prc
Hazerlip. Cosil Pir
Hik=an, Farl G Pk
Howland. Leon Pix
Hunr. Fasl H iz

Iehnioa, Hugh [ S5gr

famer, Whitm: W, Fle
Janbsh, Kenmeth Eo Pic
Tonei. Dewey A.  Pic

Kape, Franch B Ple
Eranz John € Pic

Lechner, Warl F. Tig
Landfonl. Ralgh E Ple
Lapdie. Marvin T, P
lLsngix, Landey ]|, Pl
Lefourdasy, Em, |, Fiz

1t St

Lindsay. Herald W, Pée
Levensl, Giulia. Pie
Lyeim  Austin Pic

Mloeraw, Bebert L. 8/5g1

Mintasare, Sumwel St
MacCia, Rob. B Cpl
Mebiee, Framk E.. Tpl
warihall, Cuise. T Pic
nicMdholei, 1. K. P
Mickalak, Framk Phe
Mikulik, Gene & Pl
Mitier, Kemmerh L Pl
MeDiowell, W. E P
Mirkell, And. G, Pis
Mongald: & W, Tl
Mprena, Joe L. Fls
Mouser, Laste D, Ffc
Maris Baym. T. Pl
Myeer Orville B, Pl
Meadarn, Clar. W. Py

Midhobs. Jobn B Pk
Mables, Dewey F. Phe

Chglesby, lem: F. Pl
bgure; David E - Pic
Chrmivton: John R, Pic
Owene. Haskell K. P
Fielll, Robert F. Prt

Pacrerson. Boyd 1. Flc
Pens, Lucas E [
Penmingran, Th, H. Flc
Phielps. Woodr. W, Ple
Fednaiky, Edw. | Tia
Pidand. Che L. Jo-Sge
Pidkoii. lewe| L Sge
Finsarrsol Carl Plz
Flunkser, Wals, E, Fic

Fomeroy, Keme E Ple
Reymiald, James A. Pk
Richume, W, P. 5o
Roberm, Jemes A, Pl
Rodriquez. Edw, A, Pfc
Ropers, Willism 1. P
Rwhing. H. W, -k

Seckadh. Delmar Lo 2/50

Srale; Robeen L
Sproull. Jewesh L
Seymer, Carl H,
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Chaged, Charlie bk, T'F

Sanchez, Acthus
Camdbach, Chir. J&
Fatder, Eemedr
Shainpwski. Carl
Shepherd. W. D
imih, James G,
Sommcre. W H.
§1ﬂr'llue, WL
Eirmag. Richard F
Srobee, Lloyd E
Slama, Looke

Taihirhart, faz, W,
Tewgpera, Mo L,

Thosgaan, My S

Toper. Thosa M.
Tatbor, Lewis W.
Tﬂhh wiu.'l.l.l A

Umbenen, W, E

Ventura, Mapel R
Viez. Chaslei
Wagnar, Jak B
Wialdedier, Reya.
Waller, Themas B.
Ward, Billy E
Warts, Calvin
Welks, Gilbere G
Whithey: Billy W.
Witkens, Earl
Willizmi, Meel F
Wiagate, Easl W.
Witzepmman. Fr. [
Weselk, Leo E
Welak, Teddy A.
Worhingron B M
Wagner, Wamen G,

Tadkiovidh, Andr, E.
Yawuda, Neoriio

Yourg. ‘Roger B,
Youzr Jumjer M.
Zoefke, W H. 50
ZEyimikl, Zigm. |

Pl
Pe
e
P
e
Plc
P
P
Fic
Puve
e

Sgt
e
Pk
P
e
Pwi

Pla

Pis
M
Fle
Phe
Pl
Ple
Pk
Phe
Pl
ke
Fic
Pic
Mz
Pie
e
ke
Pyt

e
Fix
Pie
Phe

Brage

P
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troopers wiere surprised when the order came down to roll bundles with 2 combae load of ammunition and
equipment, After several days at the airport. ready to drop in the vicinity of Tournai, Belglum, evervone
returned to base camp. thanks to the rapidiry with which Pateon's men had averrun Bebgium,

Slightly more than o week after this dry run, planes were loaded once more, and the 82d Airborne
Division was an its way to Nijmegen, Holland, Dropping souch of rhe city shortly after one-thirty in the
afternoon on Sunday, September 17th, the Red Devils Found themselves presented with an entirely dif-
ferent situation than confronted them on the &th of Jume. Fiving through cloudless skics. the three bat-
talion lifes were exactly over the drop zone when the green light snapped on. Although the lasy Fow
minutes of the rrip had been throngh heavy Aak, casualties were extremely light. Perhaps it was because
of the depth of the aerial thrust — at some places troops were dropped fifty miles behind the line — that
surprice: wad achicked. Whatever the cause. resistance on the DT was negligible.

By 1500 on D-Day all bartalions were on their objectives. strengthening their defenses. During the next
Few hours Companies A and B moved north into Nijmepgen. while Company O did likewize, using a
different route. Both groups were intent on eaking the modern highway bridge ower the Waal — southern
brandh of the Rhing,

By neon of the 1#ch the enemy had recovered from their surprise and were dssaulting the Mijmegen
salient on all sidee. The main highway running through the corridor was cut at the base. preventing the
British First Alrborne Division from selzing the bridge acrass the Neder Rijn. north of Nijmegen.

In the Nijmegen arca the first week of action was highlighted by mudh hard fighing. Among the ac-
complishments of the 508th were the destruction of the demaolition control for the Mijmegen bridge by
a platoon of A Company undér Capt. Jonathan E, Adoms: the battle For "Devil's HIll" ssutheast of the
city by pare of Company A wunder Lt, John P. Foley, where nearly a bartalion of enemy infantry was held
at bay by two platoons: and the clearing of the glider Tonding zone on the 181h by the First Bartalion
and Company D, While the first of the gliders was coming in ro land. the last of the Germans were being
driven from the area. The Third Buttation waged a twenty-four hour batele for 2 small, hut strategically
imporrane Dutch village. Beck, After changing hands three times, Beek was fnally secured at great cost
of Tife — but the Kraute had also paid heavily in the battle, The 319th Glider Field Areillery was instro-
mental in suppressing all the enemy counterariacks,

On the 23rd the Third Bartalion attacked into Germany across the fats cast of the city of Nijmegen: sup-
ported by a wenderful troop of British tanks — part of the Sherwood Forest Yeomanty, On the twenty-
fourth of September. the 5o4th Parachute Infantry relieved the 50%th. and the regiment :m:guu&gd
mear Berg-en-Dal. o small cown south of Mifmegen. During this iniclal phase of the operation. a5 In
Mormandy, the parachute maintainence and supply sections were kept busy paking ond dropping
equipment bundles to keep the troopers well supplied with food, smmunition dnd blood plasma, For
its work, the parachute maintenance section received the Distinguished Service Unit Plagque,

The Allied Armies had exrended cheir supply lines nearly to the breaking point, and with the
Eailure to turn the enemy’s northern fAank at Amhem. the bartle in the Nijmegen salient developed into
defensive warkare, The 508th remained south of the city until the éth of Detaber. during which tme
the Second Battalion raided the Voxhil ares on the edge of rthe flars, Just before midnight on the 15t of
Ottober the Krauts hid down an extremely heavy artillery barmage on the Second Batealion in such great
depth that all wire communication from the batmlion to higher headquarters were cur, and the regi-
mental command post was shelled,

Shortly after midnight a barealion of Panzer Grenadicrs, supported by armor and artillery, hit the
Second Bavtalion positions, overrunning one platoon of F Company, and partially overrunning another.

This soon became a real threat to the Allied corridor. since the Krours objecrive was Groesbeek, a town
Gt o Fups w0
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY THIRD BATTALION

i

Mpuirre, Lusmne Fie
Alaniz, lgnacio G, Pl
Allen, Debbegr ¥ Pri
Anderian, Vergll PR
Arnold, Herman B P
Arowond, 1. L Ti's
Austine Jobs E Py

lhakal, BEdwin H.  Fiz
Babear, Harey ¥, ks
Barton, Harry L. PR
Dedk. Broce O P
Bell, Hewand & T/%
Bergewt, Jack W, Fvi
Hisdmmon, . W. Plc
‘Hlakreman, Joka R. Pic
Bober, Miduig| Ple
-Badah, Philip R Ple
Bale, Domald £ Pic
Breoth. Wanen H, 554
Boodeer: Clar. 1, P
flzcdeer. Tebn Q. FPie
Beiner, Leonaed W, Piz
Brinkman, Robest Phe
Hfﬂ#dﬁdn;h.
e i Fvi
Bromley, Arthur L, Ple
qun'l.. Robers L. Ple
Burke. King 5 Cpl
Emh, fohn K. Pée

Capar, Wilkiam L Pl
Cheek: Ceacll L i
Condem, W, A e
Convy, limes A, Pv
Conway, Jor M. Pl
Cooki Joha [ © Pfc
Cook, Babex B, Pl
Crogsman, W, C.. Phe
Cullens. Ralph O Pie
Colp, Roberr 1. [
Cummingi. Al F Tig

Dagon, William M, 575gr
Dalessandre, K. F- By
Deckent, Edwazd WP

S08TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

QFFICERS

Bramnin., Male, B Capr,
Bender. Bichard B. 151 Lu
Crone, Juhs L. dsile
Rice. Foy it L

Wheebar, Rob, M, 18 Lt
Hageh, Keith B 1o L
Eoenmey, Edward [ 3od Lr,
lord W, .G Il Endix

ENLISTED MEN

Enberg, Mosman B Ple

Forima, Yimee | Pic
Fisher, Jadk E. %%
Frice. |oks H. I'fz

Gamett, Don. 7. The
Geny, Anbar E S
Gibson, Ell W, P
Glune, Kaobea Tiige
Gremlich, loseph E Plc
Gircene, Eddie A P
Green. Leslie B Ple
Geubba, lick B, Pet
Grykin, Edward 1, Pl

Haley, Leland | If'!r
Hall Calvin W, 55z
Hautz, Carl D, Tz
Hayes, John P. Pl
Hendrioom, E VY, 5z
Heeedtay Btn B Pk
Hinton, Waleer B Plc
Hoorvgr, Wayne B, 55g1
Howard Fred .. Plc
Howe. Williss W, 55
Hudaall, Con' . Pic.
Hughes, Willlam [ Fe

[lgr, Twan R, Pl
lapey, lohn H Phe
Bebfern, lawremee Pvr
lensen, Charkes K. Ple
Tensen. Donald W, Plc
Tochakl, George 5. Ti's
lehnton, Gordon B Pic
lohnson,: Vergil' Pt
lohastos, Lelie G, Cpl
fudd, Wallaer €. 35p
Julksng, Sam |, S

Keavimg. Th, W, 1ae5ge
Keller, Bobere L. Phc

‘Knex, Kennath C. Cpl

Kaighe, Lyle G Pk
Krepcl. Jobm 1.0 P

Eublimakl, Felix 1. Pie

Ls Tewsette. H. T, Mhe
Lewrence. ‘Stew. I Pl
Lemmes, Jodm C. T8
Lewin, Vernom B, Tl
Lieeletom, Rob, ¥, Pe
Loder, James A, Tiép
Ludwicrak, Erv. Fi P
Lyall, Himy B Pw

Mezomber, G R Py
Maggic, Framk Tia
Manezms, L. F. Pk
Marrin, Aneh. W, Pl
MeCreary, 01, A, Pfz
MzDamiel, Roy Pvz
MiElkenmy. L], Pvr
MiSawsn, Th |, Pie
MeGragh, W. F. Cpl
Merabon, W DL Sgr
Mille, O ap- A, 8%
Monrgesery, | W, P
Mezgan, Thes W, Cpl
Miceriton. Lane A, Pic

Meely, Mebvin B Pie
Mromans, Leoa 5, Ple
Hieklar, Reberr 1, Plc
Michiea, Gunnar C Phe
Nﬂ-’;’ﬂh'lk'ﬂ Fr. | Pwi

O'Hinkon, Harry . 851
Hagn, Emmeir T. Pk

Parker, Bdwin F. Ple
Peak;, Waree G TSt
Pender. Charles L Pye
Pendue, Clvide B I Pfc
Pereni. Gorrel P
Pigaln, ‘Sranley I Pua

Rahm Alvia L. Pl
Repetikoy, Adem T, 5/5er
Rice. David B. Ear
Richmond. Rob. E. 5'5g

Richle. Charkes . Ffe,
Roberm. Haypda D Ple
Raberison, Ridh. 'O PR
Root, Pablas E Pic
Fostock, Donald H. T
Foy, Harald D Péc
Buseell, Gesqge T, 50

Sacharcdl, Leonard P
Sanferd, Willis L Pye
EeiofF. Edwin F,  Pwr
sehwienens, Ch. E P,
Skaver, Trval L aar Se
Sherer, William E Cgl
Smiik, Frederic B, Pl
Smisk, Robier H. Pl
Smiak, Hobert M. Sgi
Emkr. Alex T. P
Sprmcer. Charles B P
Spinelly Georpe M. Pyt
Sraendl Jndq'il F. Fic

State. Eric T4

Siupp. Mormus R P

Tewawina, P, H, Pl
Thompion. Ch. K S'Sfl
Tidwell. Clyde Prr
Trasser. Hu r.l.'q: 1. T4
Traumer. 'W, H.  Sgt
Tratacik, Rud. ). Fic
Tachurpe. i B. br S50
Temer. Waveely A, /551

Vandes Malen, )
Arndrew I, Piv

Vikery, Brirr Pie

Vaoight, Baleigh L. %%

Wager, Rbert B Pic
Wallez, flen E Pic
Walldi, lames E,  Pic
Waltman. Davkd P
Williamn, Jose B Phe
Wibes,. Clyds Pee
Wisdam, Willlam T/
Wood James C,  Pat
Woody. Hugh N, P
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COMPANY “G" 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

Mdimy, Jobm O, Ti4
Almp. Uendh V. W2
Anaya, Femandi L, g1
Asheum. Marsld | Bie
Arkimeie, T, Ie S

Ball, Charlgn W.. S50

Bagily, Sam 3 e
Beach, Mherl A, T5i5ge
Bedi frmest B - Sn
Belie Charls G, M
‘B_n:r-nkr. Ridi E. Ple
Fwrks, Wilbum Pie:
Bwtd, Digmidnic |, Elg
Culehgno. Lobis  “S'%0

Campagna, Ralph Pl
Canverbary, I W, Ple
Caizir, Loren W - Ple,
Cervtlll; Fpieto e
Cilune. AHeania  Tifgs
Cennon, - Jobn W. P
Conley, Dale & PR
Craloed, fohm 0, St
Cremwell, Th, © Pwi
Cradeer, Jimes A Fiie

Duvie, Gidmey P
D Saniss, fohn A, Phe
Dill, Winfeed M. B

Ebere, Lavlie E Phe
Ellin, Jenninga 8. Ir. Sgv
England, Theed D, Fle
nnie lvey iz
Esell, Harvey T. S5

Fanning: Ph. B M, Ble
Fans, Willum W. Pic
Fauble, Flayd Y. Ple
Fabbum oo B Pl
Hithar, Waleer £ Mc
Fowlet, Ronald F. S8

Gamciny. AR P, Pa
Garviny, Edward T/ Cpl
Giltzrvson. [dw. | Ele
Golf. Mervis & I
Golley, Kennech . Pi
Grabam, Riduaad [, Pl

QOFFICERS

Will, Fusiell ©. Copi,
Ramba, Frank A psrla

.ﬁ-rnnu.ﬂ:r.-ir. A g L

Cudl, Willam |.
Ruagell James P

EMLISTED MEM

Grant, Bale H P
Gray. I . Fiz
Greenborp. loeg  Ple
Cirffin, Hn:li-'.uld. il
qfﬂl R‘-E"H Q.
Gros, Willum G
Gutuimnda. | Clids - E
Curhrie. Chailes

Gujor Fr. H Ir.
Gwimm, Chaoles

Hatinkraik. ). R
Hals, Ridvasd M
Hall, Willism =,
Hamaon, Dule L.
Harrie. Jelt Cpd
HMargrave, lobn L. Bgs
Hascher, Frase. M. T
Held, Georpe, H Blc
Himay. Rebein L. 7555
Hew, Albed 1. 4450
Higdos. Glen B Py
Hilron, Raymaond B Pl
Hedge. Johnl H. Pl
Hesghtom, The B g
Hogae. Brce T Py
Howand, Willizm € Pie

{aman, “.l'n-r[ L FPic
lntere. Moy M. Fle

Jebhess, Warrea C, Paz
kehaaon; Ceorga & Ple
fetaaron. W. G Pwr
Johmioe, Bdward L. Phe
fona, Gerald &0 Fic

Bamper, Harsll A Ti9
Fally, Marks E. Pl
Bemmerer. Peal . Flz
Remer, Willam T Pic
Kinng, De Chase.  Pie
tln;,. BRiH ¥ Pic
King. Willke=s | Pw
Kibiane, fetoph M. 555
Koleerman, B, | e S5
Rowemiby, W A P

Lameenéux, Fr. M T4
|J'l'||§l'l|w Tk Pk

FRRR

Pic
e

Pic
Mg
Fic
i

Avowill Edward K

“Shosgreaker, M. W,

Lenmigwicz. Alv. F. P

Eewin, Lane P
Lovesy, [k Fic
Majks, fobn I Ts
Markowih. Gge | Pl
Mamd Paul ], Pk
Mchadden, L E Tip
MeCrath, Georgs F. 551
MLillew; lohs T. Pic

Montigann, Ssmuel Pie
Maorrina, I:!'h'. A Pl
Margz=, Caxlebe A PR
ﬂmﬂl’l. Jameic W, Flg
Mbyalet, Fmmd - Pl
Marphp. Duwvid 1 Pz

NeisoH, M. G Pie
Nichols, Alagwefl E Pi¢
Movak, Asthot Ir Fie
OHallaran, B, P. Pre
' Masllep, Billse L P2

Pasign, Cley 30 Pl

Pealor. Jékn' €. Pl
Pennipacker, | P P

Paper. Reben B, Sitgt
Foaell, Taaac L P

Pullen, Robem & PR
Clueen, Hagh @ Pyr
Hankin, W, W, Ir. Fc
Fnber, Robert H. Pl
Eianes, Marvin L Ti5g
Komero, Angel  Phe.

Esnberges, FL M. Pl
Rowmin. Alberr A Fle

Rewland, fam, C. Pl
Rowell, Jobn br, P

Sadarky, Tlar, A0 P

Camios, bowph I S%0

Schneider, Frederick Pl
ool Al [ Ple
e
Pvi
Fic
Fie
Shiader, Tusl K, Phc
Sansier. baegh W PR

Shoargeks Leel
Sheppard. W, R

g L1,
far L,
Roper, Delbert B, Dzl

Simbo, Joepk T Ir. i
Almmons, e, T, Ple
Suwghrer. fe. L e Pl
Srcith, Dezrg L. FC
Zmimh, Willears [ Pie
Sminhl Charley L. PR
Lnirk, Lawrence L Phe
Sporo; Eﬂ:lr“__l. Piv
fuicy, Emis B PR
Stgwant, Fdwnad T, Pic
Crory. Papton 55
Hokm. Joka D, Py
Horey, Mutvin D, Phe,
Strooy Bomman, . Pyr
S Thess Y, Ple
Swifnn, W B S50
Tabers, Slelvin A, Pfo
Taylar, -Smurd £ Fic
Ten Dydc Rov | P
Thomas, Max Al Pl
Timmp, Dhosald M. P
Tolet, Walser . M
Tl'ldnh'.l-ﬂ E-ﬁp. P'FE
Tosazead, Walt! ¥: PR
Teak; fohn Tecd
Tutner. liffery L. Pl
Tegle, Alles A, P
Vilenee. Dominde. M
Vallutr, Lowr, T, Bfe
Vargas, Adolic F. e
Wavera, Frank Pl
oo Hey, Meldln B P
Vidrine, Chevelaad P

Vills, Alten | Pl
Vineme, Doa. B2 Cpl
Vinsak, Paul Mg
Wolpd, Louli P

Wahper, Arthur 1 350
Walkes. Bean. W. Me
Waktres, William B Pic
Ward, Jobe W.  Cpl
Ward: Chesie T, Sgx
Willsemaon, | M, Pyr
Wilees. Willlam L. P
Wileox, Alie W, Ple
White, Willlam TPz

Yomag, Dmvid P, Pei

49







COMPANY "H” 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

faron. George g1
Abe Hobern B Phe
Adamn. Arcchur I Pic
Albrighe, Bob, I S
Aszara, Willism L. Ple

Heankdaseom, ¥, H. Ple
Bennett, Joseph M. Pl
Teueler, John & Tl
filadk, FHoyd H., Pwe
Blehm, Ghom H. FPic
Blosehorr, Sylveiier Py
Balin, Lesoy Prr
Bolin, Paul L P
Bagdanias, Frask 32
Branghoover, [v 1. Pl
Arennen: Thomas 55
Brown. Charbés- £ 554
Bussan, ‘Ralph ], 1ar Sgr

Clark, Bobers 1. Pk
C'Iﬂ.u_r. Jwnley L Py
Climard. Harley Je. Fic
Covgerimith, N, %S¢
Con, Orarge €. Pri
Cartan. Maurice | P

DeSimone. &b, 1 g
Downes, John' P, Bwt
Dirake. Glenn €, 5%
Eluizewiki, Hemiy 1 Pui
Eilis, Gaylord M.  Pfe
Eleringham, Martin T'vi
Evann, Willem G 5%

Fubar, Jimei B RFe
Finzgerald. lamiey G. 50
Feliz, Roberr A, Tk
Fodiory. Thme M, Tfc

Gebg, Fredvick L. P
Getzendanner.

Eigene B [5. Pwt
Gilbgom, Jowgph €. T4
Ghowgr. Emest T, Py
Gonrales. !':_i-é P
Coadson, Fred L P
Gorel, Bdward P
Cragfl. Lewdn e

Wtcparr. Hary P

OFEILCERS
Tath, Loodi L) = Cepr Braves, MNeal W, nrlr
Deastie, H. E b 15t le Dby, John P fsa bt

Smich, Ralph H, Idlt,

ENLISTED MEN

Girikim, Oliver W, 8858
Giristina, Ceil P
nilllami. Jam. H. Piz
Gunipe, CThales T Fle

Masilran, Edwin  Pic
Hinmshaw, Hylend Sga
Hughed, Harold Tk
Hull, Jphn E. Fk

Irving, Evereit O, P
lacah, Pl Pl
lazets, Samurl £
lpsven, Barsey . Py

loves, Lobic K1 Pwm
Koy, lamed O Tisgt
Keller. Boberr B 5'5g0

Klive, Bernard St
Knighi. Robenn W, -Fic
Kovelim, Bdw, £, Pyr
Krishke, Alhess A Pyt
Keueger, Raym. F. P
Kumber. Lyle K. TriSg

LaBella. Amibeny  Fut
Landey, Fransti  Pwi
Lenan, Gail A, 1
Lisrems, bobn W, PR
Lk Ceeil AL PR
bodks, Orin €. P
Lodewond, &lfr E. Py
Ewcers, - Loutr &, Pfe

MiLead, Rokeri PR
Mellalleny. Th, F-PE
MeCulloagh, W. Py
piseDonald, H. 8, P
Hr{lgnﬂ o
McKamey. Paml . Pl
MeCloogham, Jor E Pt
h!lnmu. Willlses L Pic
Marrin, Edward B. P
Marrin, Chules B Pz
Maghek. Claremee Pl
Mampleril, Fr- I iz
Mattmicn. Thadow Fic
Mayhly, 1ra F- Pt
Meyen, George C. Fic
Myere, James E M

Mieiks, John F. - Ple
Milapewiki Thesd Iic
Midkoviss Lewdn Sge
Minnldk, Grarge: T4
Morta, Lea E e
MMukfley. Charl. E Py
Murphy, [ames [ 25

Meal, Monr. A, lr Pye
Melson: Everar  Pic
ek, Wikiim H, &
Metf. Edgar Wi
Mestor, Clpde B Pk
Mozak. Edwand Pfs

Ogleshy, fames B, Ple
Qbica, Hennénp - TiSp

Palazzalo, Sanea P
Pulmes, Robere K. P
Parkenion. Clyde  Prt
Patrerson, Faul P, Pic
Peiree; Ealph ). L]
Pereico, Ralph || &5
Pelice, Farl V. i
Phiilips. Ernpiz H. Pt
Mollodc, Willam Pl
Pammerning. Melv. Szt
Fowell, Wemn, L Sge
Pawell, Presconr B, Pl
Pordy, Hepy D, S/EQ0

Rainr. Jam N, v Phe
Richardion, Phillip Pve
Richman, Martan Pvt
Roberee. Charles Py
Eabinsur, Earl P_—I
Rodperr, W. R, P
Roflo, Carmen P
Roll, Harry A, 23
Rawey, Michasl Pfz
Rulz. Frask. & Pt

Searbes, Kenneilly P
Sdheve, Gearpe 5ot
Seheuizler, H. L. P
Seenmalinh, Alimd Ple
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two miles southwest al the Second Ratealion. [F they reached thelr objective, several units to the cant of
Mifmegen woold be forced ro withdraw. and supplving anyone north of Grocsbesk wauld be diificialy,
i not impogsible, Howewer. Ly Poberre bead F'Company in & counrerattack that pecstablished the Tines
in thelr original pasitlons,

Do the eth of f?-.'tﬂ:r the entlre regiment was detached From the 824 Alrborne Divlsbon, sent north
of the river an the Amhem-Mijmegen Uislind”. and arrached to the Soth Brtsh Division, Erom this
date till the 11th of Movember. the repiment remained o defensive positions, getting two shors rests In
the city. Although the spotlighe of the war had moved furcher sauth, to the men who esisted in the
mud and the sainin Helland, war was il & very real thing. There Were o spectaculas large dcale
attacks, but every night severnl patrols went deep into enemy territory, some staving twenty-four or
forty-cight. hours. And there war always the spasinedic sriilléey fre. Living on 14-in-1 “compe’’ ratlops
was peretty grim; with anly the oceasional treat of Treecle pudding to look forward to,

Do the (ith of Movember because of an apparens ok of rrameportarion, the regimene walked
twenty-two miles 10 Oss, Holland, Three days later the troopers arrived at thelr new bode camp ot
Sigsenne, France. Canaley totals revealed that 696 of the sliphtly more than two thopiand men who had
Jumped on-Seprember 17eh were killed, wounded,; or mising. The $osth was the Rret allied airborie
unlt - operate in Germany, the fitet anit oo caprure prizoness In Germany. and the fie anie s kil
‘Krawts in Oormany,

Back -in France once again, all weapons wese seat 16 ordnance, and most of the combat squipmient
wis mlvaged or sene back 1o the Hoe in Germany. Traming reverted to bavic subjects, Frequent parades
were held, and athletic teams werd given h!gl! prioey. It seemed cersin that the régimene with the
reit of the 83d Dividlon would at bt ger a good. long sest:

Soon ferry-cight hour pasids to Paris were started. and when the fret group retomed, stories began
to chrculare thae here ot bisy wae 2 serviceman's Mecca — a lictle bie of America on the wreng side of
the Atlantic. Though not quite like home, Paris seemed pood enough o make evervone look forward to
the nexe pais

Ch ehe- i7th of December word got ro Feeld Marnihal von Bundivede thae the 33d was enjoying @
reat. and mmmediately he assembled his bess divisions and ordered & tremendous  couneratmad - through
the Ardennes In Belpiim. This had the desited effece. far on the evening of the same day the division
was aferted ro make g beery meve by truck o meer the onshiughe, By diwn the sogth wasan seady 10
go a8 i eauld be, Lacking in winter clathes. the men 1|:|il:lig'-|’ the rucks in che warmest apparrel they ;nui'd
find. Before dawn on the 19th the trods were unloaded ot Werbomant, Belgisim, and bechine the sirvation
was #5 Hudd, General Govin had the division establih an all-sround defense nnil mose. specific orders
could be fsued. The coeny advance Wi o rapid that shortly after the laif trod Sleared Houlfalize,
the Germaps arrived o the city, ond - the 101t Alrborme, Follawing the 824, was nos able to move nomh,

but detrucked amd made its eple stand ar Bastegne,

Although ne contact with the coemy was gained uneil jiee before dawn on the 23nd, the reglment
meved sewverd tions previous o thar dare to tad down the Kruh, A defemive position was eaa-
blished along Thier du Mont ridge west of vhe 5dlm River. This placed the ourfic in the appreximare
middle of the north side of the Belge, The 108th Infansry Division and the 7t Armored Division had
been overrun by rhe lire avescks. and were ro be supplisd with an-escape route to the rear by the 224d.
For this reason a long. finger had been poked out by the division to reach 1o the Salm, making ir possible
IS evacnate evefvone who reached the river. Ar the tip ol thig ﬁr:;"d-r was the So8th.

When motorized patrals in Front af the MLE ¢ontscted o Panser undt st Petive-Langlie, the German
advange hod careled them west w0 Dinane sesr the Moselle River, The "Screaming Eagles™ of 'the 3013

Uk



were at this point surrounded ac Bastogne. The breakthrough, alihough it had beem alowed ar seversl
points, had Bt ver been containgd, Oa the ewvening of the 215 i began o' snow,

Mo large scale atmdk bad developed in the regimental sector by the evening of the 24th. bar many
vehicles had been withdrawn from the path of the German war madhine, The biggest single growp of
Amerlean persennel and materiel o be o evacusted was Task Force Jooes, part of the Trh Ammared
Diviston, whids :hmnghr mere than four hmindred men out after E,ghling a Tunning batile with the Panzeri.
During che late abternoon of Chripmaz Eve, the regimenal commander recelved an erder from General
Gavin to withdeaw his outfit Frém cheir presene positiops. A document had been captused fram the Ger-
mars ordering 0 wirong attad In the sector beld by the division on Christmas moming, ond higher
hesdguareers saw e o order'a straighvening of the. lines to repubse: chis ook, Theredore the long finger
which the #3d bat cxtended into the bulge was ordered badk.

Leavlng.a coveting foree of onc platoon per ompany plid skeleton érews to man the warbous TPy,
the 5ok atarted moving at nlne in thie evening, and h. the ﬂrl"r morning of Christras Di'r. FLEES
a defense had been extablished on the high ground siaddling the main highway 1o Liege: along the road
fﬂ]ﬁlng' Basse Bodeus and illerres. .|'|.|.:|.|1|:||.q|'| the main bady was able to withdraw withost incident,
the covering farce oF the First Bartalion was hic by two Bactalions of enemy just before midnighe. and 2
farge scalé atradk soon deveboped on down the line. In what was prebably the Rercest Bghting anyone in
the authit bad seens Lo Lammoof A Company led his platoan in an amazing defepse. A1 -some time during
the evening all but one of his squads were overrun, bue the amaule wan held off long encugh 1o permit
the tegiment 1o get in pesiton and to ler the covering force get started back, By seven o chodk on Chirlsx-
mmas motning the covering force was in the new regimental aren. with sarprisingly few losmes.

O the nighe of the 23th the enemy hir the new line for the first time on the boundary between A and
D Companies. After a pitched battle the Germans withdrew in extreme haste at ome in the moming,
leaving behind mudy of their equipment,

On the 28th of December at one.fittcen in the moming the Krauts again struck in whar General
Cawlm loger called the Bmal. supreme effore v move - down the Liege road, Among the more than one
hundred gbﬂd Germans coanted in G oand F Eqmpn.niﬂ: areas the mexr MOrming weTe men fram all buc ome
company of two batalions of sthe Waffen-§§, The fiesr sign of wouble came when Capr. Russell
. Wilde of G Company informed the battalion commander that his cutposts had been driven in. In the
artillery barrage that Followed all wires to the battalion CP were cut, and Col, Mendez, taking his radio
operator with him, immediately lefe For the scene of the bacife, Brespite the fact that ooe platoon was
overren, the platoon leader piveted his men on the right Bank to meet the atrack fronmally, By a siroke
of good fortune @ battalion of 15%mm howirtzers had been amadhed to the So¥th the morning before,
anil by using  the observer in the Third Bamalion area, these gund were able to lob their 100 1b, ahells
on the enemy with desdly securacy, With 3r9th Glider Field Artillery adding ro this barrage with more
than 400 shells, by four the attackers withdrew,

A big push 1o pinds the Bulge obt was starced on the Srd of lapuary by the Firsr Army: The regiment
cemained im fesdeve wniil the Peh of January, st whidh time they were 1o seize the smme positions on
the Thier du Mot ridge from which they had withdrawn more than @ week: before.

Atrncking across epen pround, G Company was to lead the regiment, The rest of the onthr would
foflow in a column of bastalions, each unit pushing through e it own . objecrive. Well-camouflaged
#smm rifles held their fire until the paratroopers were within five hundred vards of their muzzles, and
then they proceded to very methodically bar G Company. Realizing that to stop meant certain mas@cre,
the cempany pushed on, pustaindng heavy casalties. General Gavin, while visiting the Third Bacealion's
CP during the attadk, said 1o Majer Bell, the executive officier, “Tell Lou Mendez that's the finese job
I've ever had dape for me.” Pt i Pt 04
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On the oth of _r.tm.nrp the regiment. relieved by part ol the Tath Divisisn, moved to o resi aven
near Chevren. Belgium o regroup, Tn less than o menth %00 men and officers had become cosmliies. of
which' niaze than forey per cene were wictimy of the weather rathier than enemy ahelln

Droring this regt the vide of bartle dunped 0 Belglush, The Krast, recling from the Allksd counger-
Blows, was hn.!lrdl:ng the e with "-'nik-ngrmaﬂi:ﬂ-—ﬂi'uisigmjc pllmrlug the Brstelime Panzes, Panzes-
Grenadier. and Waifen- $f rroops to- withdraw 10 companative safery, The ollemiive was wrested from
the hands of von Rundisedt, O the 215t of Janusryithe Red DPevils rerummed to the line for three daysin
Debdenberg until relleved by the 424tk Infantry, @l remaining regimens of the badly baceesed 1oeth
Drivdssen,

O the 28th the dividion jumped off (n anaecadk thae woi Boaded die east to the hears of Germany.
Imimedidte ﬁ'hjm:tluep wrre the Selgf'rln! Line deferses. The next Ffour ﬂaj.u were miemorable Bot tor the
eneiny. ressranee thar was mice, bue for the ‘exéréme cold and fasigue. Tn addition 1o the phveical smain
ke bﬁ' 'n":l[h_lng' I!:mu.gh *ng‘:—dc:p e l;u'r:l:in-g {=Te]d penl::.- WeaApOnE artl ammonicien. bur alss all the
blankess neccpsary - ro kéep from freczing. chere wair the constant mencal enpolsd cawsed by the comman
I-:nnwlulii-: that anyone wounded in the thid, snow-bound woode would probably die from exposore
befare he could be evaruated.

lerry wae sitting canfidently Behind Wi defenses. Rnowing full well chse the tereain to his frony was
now pracyléally enoceeselble. His certainty that no ope could keep sipply lines open in sudh weather,
ising the miserable rutp that served for roads, was probably the laspest single Facror concribusing @
th-t;iurp-du thot assared the suzecse of the operation,

Ar dawn on the 29th nFI:tn'u.:lr!.' the First Batenllan :u:mpr:ﬂ off-ae Fome in the mEarmning. ult.i:i:ing fowards
the ziall village of Halzhelm, On thelr way ga the town, while still in the spprosch mardh, swo Kraor
wiremen winderirg up the trall were captured. Thie seemed to indicate thar sarprise would be complere,
B Comspany attadked from the north, while © Company spproadhed the town from the southwest The
tpwn was weon mken, and about efphty prisomers with i

Arabour ths time Fre Sge Laonard A, Fank wook the spotlight. As C Company war entering the town
l‘l'lt'r' reccived derect hre From ]:i,ghr p:r:IFrp.rwa:d Iuri‘lihzrg.I WERPonE n tho town, ﬁgt_ Fank led the assult
oo these weapons, and they were ‘soon neotmlized. A Second Battalion cemacy parrel. eaprorsd by the
encmy, was brought inve the wown by fome unswpecting Kraots. The German afficer in charge 100k
udvantige of his ability 1o epeak English and the mowiule whidh bid his iderity. He boldly approadhed
the gieds and Blothed his way o where the prisamens were, and then began 8 rearm thoem, Just 25 3
counterattack was about to marerialize. $gr. Funk walked in. The Krour officer stuck o machine-pisal
in the sergesnt’s ribs telling him o surrender. Sge. Funk anpwiered with o bune from his Tommy-gan,
Taking the lead from the secgeant’s actions, the rest of the men in the area soon helped qeiel] the distur-
bance. Sy, Funk has been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his deeds.

Astic equipment was nor yer available, and frostbite was rampane. The towns through whidh the nigi-
ment passed were just 3 derics of mames — they all locked the wme. pounded uncil they offercd almaos
o thelter. and there was always anethér one thar had to be taken fust over the next ridge. On the
tet of Febory thie repiment reached its: objeccive. nod on the Ath, juse inside Germany. the Soth Divison
took over the anea, the paratioopers moving to Rencheux far 3 few dave of remr.

In Hollamd the supply siouatien Bad beenoerltical, and by working risclessly around the clodi the tradk
drivers and spply men of the regiment had been able o procure almeir anything vhe men on the Tine
needed. Bur it wes during thiv push to the Seighied thar Majar famer R, Casteel and b eotire supply
cection aurdid themelven, Mt only were ehey faclng ashormpe of many leems, bor alea rontes of supphy
through the thide woods were practieally non-existant. The suscess or fallure of the misston depended
largely om Keeping the Krur eeeling once the drive started. and sarurally the men could move forward
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only as Iﬂmf_ 2y they were receiving ammunition and orher vieal supplies; The wery Fece thae the arcack
did nat bog down pays tribute to the 5-4 men,

The autfit moved to a spot eare of Aachen. near Schmide, Germany, where they were 1o spearhead a
drive to the west banks of the Roer River sale remitning obstacle before American armer cauld roll
across the plaine of Cologne. First Battalion jumped off in the attack on the 10th of February ar two in
the maming: As' they approadhed Hill 400, Company C rtam inte an éxtensive Feld of anti-pessomnel
mines covered by morars and at least five machineguns: Sustaining heavy casaaltics, this campiny Was
pulled bagk and replaced with Company A after the minefichd had been subjected to intensive fire by the
#19th Field Armillery. Company A then pushed on through the minefield. Mine detectors were of slmo
ma valse against the wooden Schi Mines. and heavy ¢asualties resulted. Ar 0930 the Second Baceabion
pushed through, and by nightfsll all résistance west of the Roer was eliminated,

Becawse the Krauts had managed 1 flood the river. the seglmens remained in pasition until the tath
of February, On that day the 7sth Division crossed the Roer and the moopets maved 16 an assembly
area near Aochen. where they loaded the 40.and-81, arriving a1 the base camp ot Slssenne on the 20th.

Badk at Sissonne everyone relased sntil the beginning of April. During the regiment’s visit to Belgiam
and Geérmany hospitals had moved inco the buildings previomsly used aa Billets. and o remt camp awalted
the Softh's return. Microscopic exera rations were consumed with hearty delight, and passes 1o England,
Brussels. and Paris. though also micrascopic in number, were thoroughly enjoyed by the fudy few,

On the T4th and 15th of Mardh the three bamtalions made a practice jump, follewed by a shorr pro-
blem, Tragedy struck when one of the last planes in the fret lift chrew a propellor over the D2 and crash-
dived through the descending troopers. Several men, picked up on the wing of the diving plane, were
carried fo thelr death.

On the 24th of March all eves were tamed skyward a5 hundreds of Coa7s, laden with troopers.
winged their way towards the Rhine, For once the Bed Devils were able to sit one ouy, and nobody was
very sad abour it April drd saw the regiment detached from the 83d, alerred again; waiting ar airfelds
near Chareres. west of Piris. Although under a 48-hour jump alere to liberate Allicd PWs threatened
with masgaere or movement deeper into the Fatherland, the stay at the aidfeld turned out fo be the
best deal the ontfie had kad in quite o while, for nearly everyone got into Paris on pass. Yictory Day in
Ewrepe found the sosth sill ar the airfeld,

The regimental combat team during all three campatpng included, in addivlon o the S08ch, the 119
Glider Field Antillery, Company D of the tovth Airborne Engineers. and B Battery of the soqh Airbome
AA Battalion. Not enough credie can be given these wnies for it was almose always with thelr help thar
the regiment was able to accomplish its mission. The 319th supported every offensive and debensive action
in whidh the regiment participated, while the engincers assisted in river crossings as well as laying and
learing mines in conjuncrion with the regimental demolition secrion. The §Tmm anti-tank guns of the
#0th AA were often the only protection the regiment had againse tanks other than bazookas.

Shartly after the Germans surrendered the regiment was returned to Sissonne lang endugh %o prepare
or & moment ivte Germany, The So#th was slared for the Ay of Qecupation. In e, it moved o
rankfurt-gm-Main a5 gusrds for General Eisenhower's hesdquarters. Billted in apartments thar were
amplete in every demail, with Special Services growing better all the time. few of the men doubred that
¥ the time mast of the redeployment was finishied, the regiment would have the bess deal in the ETO.
fere, as well ag ar she alrfields. and again st Sissonne, the men with the higheit points under the rede-
loyisent system were transkerred eo outfits slared for the Smres, where they would recelve dischiarges,

Bedecked In white parachute sifk scarves and white gloves, the men of the t08th seon showed that
hey could be a5 good garrison soldiers a3 they were Fghting men. Among orher dutlés the regiment
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#tood honor guards for videing digniraries. In this respecr the last week of July was high-point far the
troapets when. on the occasion of the Big Three meeting in Berlin, the Third Batralion stood honor guard
for the President of the Unired Stares. the Secretary of State. and Sccreraries of War and the Navy, All
of these dignitaries commented on the fine appearance of the troops,

The purpose of this narrative has not been to create the impression that the 5o8th has won the war
— far from it. the outfic was only in combat for one hundred fifty-four days, much léss than many units.
However, the face that 9,654 men and officers wete on the rolls of the regiment during the Brst chree
vears of lts Ik, exclusive of the men unsucceisful in cheir sttempts to be admitted st Camp Blanding Ln
1942, pays sribute 10 the facx thar when the regiment did po ro battle, the fighting was pretty rough. Like
every other paradhate infantry reghment, the So3th & proud of the fact that she was asked 1o do mare,
with less equipment. on less food, and practically without transpormarion, than other outfits
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