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E£ngineer hn. does lup&rlllr_lltl_h[
in Holland |
Engineers of the 307th Engineer Battalion dis-
: tha most Important
F} uﬂﬁm:hh I:“llu Nijmegen sector—a

| hich out two battalions of Infantry over the
;&}:i;lm :‘I ol the Nijmegen under I.I"HH-']'..I
mortar and sma

arms fire. S |
" The engineens direct

|

-

crossed the river under
enemy observation In canvas boats; crossed and |
fnun:.l-ﬂl despite loss of more than half of thelr}
eralt.

7 alx bosts moved aver the
Hﬂ‘-rlw':nl:’:':nd only 11 were in conditica for the
return trip. Despite the small
boats, the engineers paddled | .
until the entire Infankry force was

 In additien to assembling,
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S| were kept operating, An outstanding feature of the
'l capture of the Nijmegen bridge was the communica-
"l tioas carried across the Waal river by 376th radio

2 ‘ ; -'iq"
) i
e N
B

RS -

hy

nr \ i B
A g i [

- {1 i .:' -

N W g

_T

5 -
e

e —— e — .

B % fire,
- ilill.m.r

)| arrival, cracking down accurate fire oo mortars,

'| flights as If there was no opposition, keeping Jerry
‘| uncer cover throughout the day.

our artillery was augmented by Field and Medium
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Division Artillery makes history in
Holland on D-Day

Continved from peg. 1

shot out were repaired Instantly, with wire-men
going without relief to see that their beloved wires

and telephone operaters In the face of terrific hosti-
enabling the battalion to provide close direct
support throughout the herolc engagement. | he or-
alr OP's, arriving on D plus 3, have been a
thorn in the side of German operations since their

Nebelwerfers, or batteries as they appear. With

two of thelr cubs aftacked by German fighters, the
alr pllots and observers jauntlly continue thelr

With the arrival of the British ground troops,
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ception

against the slides of the broken-down haole and
like I've never preyed belore.

For two hours | shivered with Iright and cald as,
one after another, the shells whistled and llashed In
a crescendo of sar-shatiering concussion and bedy-
shattering steel, .

They were coming in fours and lives. | begen to
knpw when | heerd one that three or lour more
were certain to lollow. And then, with the lifth one,
the ever present hope end prayer, the ., Oh Dear
God, don'l let them send ancther serles’.

regiments, which permitted long awaited counter-
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garth with fresh green leaves shaken from every
branch In a premature fall,

A final check showed personnel Inlact. Not one
casuslty in the whaole area that the Germans had so
thoroughly raked and covered with fire.

JGood," you say, ,then why write about it''?
Il tell you why these Airborne soldiers of the

are 23 brave as any group ol men in the world.
They will face any foe alive with rille or cold steel.
They have killed more Germans, and lost more ol
their own men than any of us like to think about
God had answered our prayers that night None

were killed In that perticular barrage, but In other
barrages, other areas, both In the 82nd and with
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B2nd have proven through four campaigns that they |
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AHer 8 minule's respile, 8 minute of hope,
gnxiety, lear, and tersion they would start coming
again. The plaintive wall ol the huge missels plu-
meling through the alr and then the charactieristic
rush ol wind, and the homible head-splitiing
explosion,

AMHer iwo hours it slopped. | hed cramps in my
legs lrem the long crouthing and huddiing Into the
smallest posmible terget My ears burzed with the
dulled senieless hearing from the constsnt explo-
sion. Nelther had mattered belore, nor had the
hesdeche from the concussion of the earthshaking

minutes longer we thook In our heles
emt had been so long, and the terro
deep, that | was hard to believe the
lull belore anothar burst of horror,
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American boys all over Europe, every one was not
30 fortunate. The same harrowing, horrilying, terrible
explosions were laking lives of brave men huddled
in the protection ol the ground all over the war-
torn world. We cannot begin to complelely mesiure
the horrors of war in the number ol casualties. Each
man must also light his own private litle war. They
are still shooling at him, I—I:;- needs your under-
standing, help and apprecistion. The overall ide of

battery action, Supporting our fire with a constant
stream of different regiments as the action passed
North across the Nijmegen Bridge, division artillery
headquarters was confronted with a nice problem
ol coordinating the American and British fire. Thelr
success has been acknowledged by the commenda-
tion of the Allled Airborne Commander, Lieutenant
General F. A. M. Browning, CB, D50.

In n more static position, the gunners have now
dug themselves in, and have set up house-keeping
— underground style. The experience of the 376th
Parachute Battalion during its fifty-nine days on
the Anzio beach head has been invaluable, some of
the gunners having provided themseclves with the
luxury of rooms with six feet of solid earth over
their heads, complete with lights and toilet facilities.
The sergeant-major has even provided a visiting
room for first-sergeants, suitable for any [irst-class
mine. It will be very hard to break the composure
of the artillerymen as they contentedly drop shells
on any Jerry that shows his head, Assured by thelr
supported Infantry that they are doing a fine job,
the gunners are very happy.

—
back along the trall. Don't forjet the boys now
anymore than you did in Siclly, ltaly, Normandy,
and any other battle zone where men die that more
shall live. They have a fight to finish and so do you.
When it is linished Is time to relax. Only then let's
talk about Germans too old to light, Germans
without planes, trucks, guns, and ammunition. Qur
soldiers have a great falth In you at home, They'll
fight harder and finish sooner H you do not let
them get discouraged by your complacency. They
are proud and happy that living Is better and easler
at home than In the countries they liberate. Don't
hurt them by tsking advanlage of thelr pride.
Recognize their light ahead and help them win i,

WITH THE B82nd AIRBORHE BL) GLIDER

(conlinued from pag. 3)

Soon we could see the Helds bedecked with thelr
silk mushrooms that spelled ,,our boys are there."

battle has swung our way, bul. for the individual,
the squad, the Pivislon, stll fighting the tenacious
German, the war Is far from over.

For many, things have brightened and we st the
Iront are glad, but until everyone ol our men are
tale we wani the people o know and FACE the
truth. This is no time to count our chickens.

£

men sterled popplng up again. , How'
men, Sergeant?’  We lost two jeeps.”
the jeeps, check that other squad.”
# one, Joe.” ,You sin’t kiddin' Bud.
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men were themielves agzin. Nol many {elt
slesping, but they could talk, and joke, and
esch other up a1 they Inspected area for

£%

1 son of 8 dirsct bit. Others

e. Finding your buddies sale after such an
. & wonderful leeling. You've come through
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Last night the German was not thort on gasoline
to heul big guns to the frent. Last night the
German was not short on ammunition to kill our
troops. Today, Tomorraw, and the next deay, will be
the same. Do mot coast across the finlsh line. We,
on the German border, cannot take it easy, and we

play lor the fulure.

No matter how old or
man, he Is still strong enou
1 his rifle or yank the lanyar
The Lultwalt stll {lys over
and drop bombs on us. The
Bounds wi nightly. The mschine

snd spit death. The German lights

on his artillery,

on.

you 1o know th
bul the price % ol

@ nor Wwo old, but G

T b Eoch

buddies

m; ust &
- 1‘.:-1'-
= ﬁ#"-?t

W b

Mt
-_l-

need the faith, understanding and cooperstion 1o | hn
help us finish the job faster s0 we Loo can plan our

young the remalning Ger-
h to pull the trigger on

night and day 1o strele |nearest ditch.  Finding
enemy artillery siill | our sector of the
guns still sputter ' sleeplng bags and haversacks,

of the B2nd and the boys st every lront
o . wlm;lntgh uéhq olways
_ 5 still greal; the German st
. lights, tenaciously, doggedly, lanatically, lnd'dmnﬂ

| rade A
_ woldier has learned love and
that have fought by his side
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(Unlike most invasions, the gliders and paratroop
| planes had taken off simultancously, and it was a
| short ten minutes between the time the last silk
| collapsed and the first glider hit the dack.)

When we'd spotted our landing zone the ,.glider
commander co-pilot” (nearly all our regular officers
rade co-pllot this trip) from his co-pilot's seat
showed the pilot the forest they'd talked so often
about landing near. ‘ e e Yo

Joet ready, we're cuttin® loose.” shouted the
pilot. The Nylon tow rope was released and we
banked for an Into the wind landing. Speed 140

. 120 , ., , 90, down we came, 60 miles an
hour and nosed into the soft dirt for an unex-
pectedly quick but perfect stop, ..Let's go!” shouted
the co-pllot amid a cloud of flylng dirt, and
simultaneously with the glider stop, we grabbed our
rifles, unhooked our safety belts, and piled out the
sldea of the glider, running pell mell to flop in the
] things unbelievably qulet in
LZ, we returned to get owr

From other gliders,
not so crowded with personnel (we had fourteen

men In ours) came jeeps, trallers, and
nunmber of artillery pieces, P hAmd

All gliders were not as lucky as ours
expecied 1o find the solt piuﬁd gmumii ':'thtc?i ﬁ
peared as smooth green Helds lrom above, bul, on
the whole, crashes were few, and casualties, both
glider and lﬂ.hﬁld'lulh on the first all daylight
?&Hﬂm in ET.O, were amazing light, "lghe
i had landed agaln. In their fourth E:mnn-htld

country, as in Sicly, Iuiﬁdnl:dimrmmdy. they
n .

| would go o 18 victory in
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