FINISHES 3 WEEKS OF INTENSIVE FIGHTING

- 1508 BEARING BRUNT ON WIDE DEFENSE
ampaign | ;,BSECTOR. I TO ENTER GERMANY
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i - heavy artillery, mor-
' was {illed with flak bul no | successive counter-asssults by y ry
gmureur of the creep- 'inﬂ'[rh:;t::ﬁ;:':ﬂ#hzfrd :: our 1st and 2nd Bat-|tars and twicc thelr number of infantry. Wh;n
i HMalions reached the ground and began to assemble. | ammunition was down to five rounds per man, It !I
The canal came [The 3rd Battalion, Jumping near the edge ol the DZ | defenders dellantly rejecled a German proposa dﬂ
came down squarely upon & 20 mm. anti-aircraft surrender and, though cut ofl from the main body,
'I'pnﬂllnn The erew fled In panic end joined & small [ held oul until relleved live days later,
ers as they -p‘lﬂy ﬂf&h-hl’rﬂ enemy liring from the edge of the During this acticn, the 508 2nd Battalion had
' along the f..l.l"l.l These were driven off and the assembly | skirted the city and moved loward the Maas-Waal
the canal. Silence. We moved back to ‘mmpatu-hd+ The battalions moved out to their | Canal Bridge, encountering machine guns and
A litle Firing started furthes forward, ”ﬁbﬁtﬁﬂvﬂ. 20 mm cannon en roule. LL Lloyd G. Poletle,
: ooe boy from the unit In the rear make a light- Companles A and B Immediately moved into the leading the polnt, personally destroyed D"dfﬂ HI:;"
dash for the trench we had just left. I watched | town of Nijmegen to secure the bridge spanning the | gun and a mechine gun position. Mext :il',r 5
y as he the side. I didn't have |\ o1 River. Fighting their way through strange city platoon ol 20 men stormed the bridge aller &
¢ to look away before 1 was startled by 8 |opeets on an dark night, both companies reached bloody fight and secured that crossing. T
explosion and the sight of that boy fIying {ihe center of the city where German resistance This same day, German troops averran the :
3 thongh seized by powerful | g red and mounting counter-atiacks made the | &nd portions of the 1st and 2nd Battalion, returne
d  He I8y Lokt an ogre's ordeal. One platoon of Company |to clear that area, just a few minutes belore
smoke. g 4 o shed shead end reached the southern approach | scheduled  olider landings, The. 2nd _ Battalion. _ -~
one i
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T _ -,. 5 o §pot’ 40 ‘the Nijmegen bridge. Here this patrol managed remained to secure the zone from further altacks,
e e Kk foar throw yards where a mine had been mn?i'!u knock out & building which was believed to FIRST TO CROSS GERMAN BORDER.

3 o el Ay s 4 house the controls for the destruction of the bridge The 3rd Batlalion, moving out alter assembly on

- hewt & single person, a own of All hell '

-k .-, i -T‘!... A Ty i ; m mﬁ it 'Em!

broke by enemy demolitions. Forced by heavy shelllire | the 17th, lought a bitter action lor Berg-en-Dal and
. The air screamed with death tokens. Clods | 4 withdraw, the patrol was unable 1o make conlact | its Important road junction. On the 1Bth, Company
and

moss flew as though taking sides in the | it the eompany and so lor three nighls remained | H pusthed down to Beek and struck three times In

Ils hit Madﬂmr_ JUOS iy the city. A British tank column meving in was | one night before tearing the enemy hold froam thal
to put conBolly | ganned by enemy obstacles. Elements of Company | point. Company H was the lirst airberne unit to
My I"Mﬂ :Iar:ed 0% A jolned tha British and spearheaded them through | push the German frontier and hold. Company G,
as though it was a huge anvil continually ' e strests toward the bridge which was later | battled through the eastern section of Nijmegen and
under the powerful blows of a mighty galned Intact. On the 18th, Company B had been | fought tenaciously fer the Waal (Rhine) River
forced to fall back when enemy artillery registered | bridge until heavy artillery and maortar bombardment
that oor enemy down there Was | on their position end the bulldings surrounding wera | which they could not combat caused thelr with-
was old or diseased. They must | ot afire. Later, Company B moved to Wyler where, | drawal. Company | swung out Into the flats east of
fast switch, then, because he sure [ )] day, the men fought off & batalion of German SS | Beek and destroyed enemy strong points, The bat-
and healthy to me as be was hauled | 4roo05 Before nightfsll they pulled back to anather | talion then attacked with British tanks and pushed
prisoner. Pot up one bhell of 2 Hight position and set up an iron-clad L keep oul”,|its lines east to include the open ground belore
wverboten o 5.5. delense”. Beek.

Company C meanwhile did their Job to pedection All battalions were relleved snd pulled back to
THEY HAD BEATEN THE ENEMY. fighting & spectacular battle for Hill 97.5 aHer thres | reorganize and gain a short hreatherF The regiment
1 mm the canal where 1 could see the | previous aHempts by other units had falled to wrest | moved up again held a sector of the Divislon MLR
effects of our amillery. Ouwr mea had advanced |t from the Germans. This Company lsunched an [which the enemy blasted with heavy guns and 1'
and had the objective. It was now a question of |attack which carried the hill and then withstood six | continually attacked but could never penelrate.

hnl:}.:qlt. Things quicted down and | went back
to

. Some English boys were having tea M k f“ D
beside ther task which they had just brought back nt¥idrKe ay |

- swore R '
E:ﬂkm? i :-‘;:g E;Fum IS _a';; e day before they were to face possible death? It
it takes plenty to do what they 've dome.” The spirit behind the 82H0 Division | was amazing.
Night was closing in With the darkness came : At all of the airports, the men slept In huge
lik]] exne HW‘HE returned i hist an 1. Into Ch, ~hed !.-, e Ft
to th{:'chu.rd: ynrdwpﬁrfd Hln.ﬂlﬂlt wall i - g.t;: SORESE 1 Lae : OF By ?ththﬂn m'uH;: at Eht’ii?an ;E:ﬂ;d;.)a;ds; “Trll:f* T:njm:::
' ML,M.MWMWEMt stay back and do every imaginable kind of /

' days of vonstant alert, and the soldler suddenly | o0 ve s redr ~ebile.om' Joo—saern me Lrifaor——

working 5o closely to- HIIE S nSelF el e e arul s Hoe o) Y | goes 12 combat, but the men respect these musicians.
ad talked to who ,was| Especiall mmm b v r"r. where | D€tter than that, they take great pride in them,
Vi weather ma¥ suddenly change ﬂrﬁﬁ of de F lbecause these jumping swingsters have not only
this period of Last minute wai Sz e m;:' qualitied for their parachutists’ wings but have pro-
da ch d : ting may continue for duced a quality of swing which is top professional-
MB E;ilhnnqlm the tension of departure, plus. This is their job.

The Eh:'n:h ﬁ;mmﬂgniv'numi er Celay. off Filing in from one of the other airports came a
along the roads evacuating | plagpned. The Division left its hase g Lard fu Division band under the direction of Sgt. Woods,
medics were working at a fever- | geveral different airports on September 15, S OF lits tallented conductor. Placing thelr cardboard
and walked from Mook, back up | gill thought it would be a Arvirun, but.nﬁh:-:ly music stands on the cement hanger [loor, the men

mearly €0 the top again I turned |knew. This looked like the real thing to mst, and | LoTiedly shuffled through the sheet music and

looked back There was Mook as | had first regardless, eve g struck out with ,American Patrol.” 600 h
. - h : " 1 - men hit
it There was the canal flowing as always. | There is no Eﬂgﬂdmitmtfgwm imftu:: be Teady. the deck In unison. The cots were empty. In the

city were the valiant men of that heroic| The 16th bt . accustical splendor of the metal hanger shell the
Hegiment. They had fought hard, lost | to be Hﬂllanlz. wd::mdi:::im[ﬁ swing was resplendent. Feet were stamping and
d their objective, They were warfil:aﬂdgfa and clear the trail for the British 2nd (. . o failing as tune after tune rebounded off

but were victorious. They had | Armv's armored advance into Holland  What the soundboards of the hanger wallss. Hundreds
the enemy and accomplished their mission. mf;’ we meet? Nobody knew. On the ha surged around the bandstand to sing, whistle and
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the distance | saw | flank of the Stegfried Line we, of the 820d. were 1o clap to a trumpet ride or a drum break. This was

et of land b : " it] Terrifc music and, what i y

] ; . chute lider. 2 enic music and, what is more 1 rtant, it
smiled as | knew the men back there would when ctu.iw: iﬁ:’ﬁ- 3 idhgddﬁmqﬂmtdﬁ ?::d caught the spirit of the men leu‘res, TLEE I]:':.’SIE'”.
 |Uberated the friend  But this was a new kind of buried In shame any doubts they had about the

| 4 1 .
rest without having to be alert for the enemy, :: fission. Jumplng in front of the British 20d Army, | T0W and swelled with pride to the tunes of thelr
th.
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We were (0 clear @ vast area pear the Germa fine band and the gpirit of their fine Division.
border, selze and hold all key bridges, and w.ai': No longer worried about anything and with the

{ , until the British 20d Arm q attitude of an ,,All American” soldier for the First
| ﬂ'lﬂ'ﬂlingw i peace, and the droplets of ralg Y passed through. Flanked time, [ turned around to see if it had affected others
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g s er tank park, the men knew the same way. There they were. Six GI's playin
ﬂumuﬁ:m It 1d be a .milk-run” or it r.nt] I ;hfl-::gltmw pepper with a brand new softhall: two ﬁrfge?mtg
L i — — | light to date. hlﬂ“’iﬂﬁl UPdn foctball for a little game of pass; a 1
i e o | Resupply and reinforcements like the inis 1| el STRA0Y X0 ks with his squad to the beat of ;
- D@BEEMAN PINCHED BY mssault would have to be entirely nirhnrn: There e musle. Same stll acored away oblivicus to :'

e - : : g
MPS tg'::ﬂ::- .I‘mmml approaches either Em" wiﬁ;ﬂﬁ;hmrj} in_all, the majority
: ‘*mﬂ' would the gun m‘“ﬂﬂ}_- m‘:ﬁ;?ﬂur. Would it|  Neither were these men all ,jive” Just as

et : Inspiring to most were the sentimental, almost
[MARSHAL D3 RS peOLD OF PROVOST. laad cvery funper o glieroprs po o9 €3ch | talgic, 1T Get By and , 11l Be Seeing You In Al
{5008 haret PANZER FLUTO PLAYS POS- | Heavy flak . by oorman's brala. i s D it m ey Vel
|Su AFTER M.P CH PINSCHER _ . : route, alr support | mental as well as reckless and heroic. Behind these
; diversilied characteristics was the real man, the
Hrli?u; ;-;Ijirr.
ta pick one man In that crowd 1
exemplify the spirt of the 82nd soldier, | hellew:?
;dmld chicose a lone private over on his bed whist.
ing madly, and sharpening the eight-inch blade of

| his trench knife on his rifle
« were the thoughts In : 1 strap to the rhythm
They n cyery mans mind. |of a trumpet solo on the wAll-American Soldier”,

I
. W Gﬂlﬂﬂﬂm ;:ﬂ“l:!l‘wng This was, and 14, the spirit of this 82nd All-Ameri- {

T i € | can Adrborne Division, the pre-invasion itters th
Maders ke G o i e ol S oy rpand lo got. I here were agy
By fiogerlly acrons | dush, sk  Tlyiog Teog ah e 70 WO WP | Anzions  waitiog, Last-mimute Jnstructions. . | 52 ¥ the pirit of the average 82nd Atrborns
804 poridens | Alled oo Uuctions, 8 |soldier when he boarded his glider or plane for
e, Vi iy o IS0 AR r : Wy or ?lﬂm e A
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